         美國文獻選讀(Reading in Modern American Culture)

壹、授課教師：： 沈育沁 教授
貳、課程學分：3學分

參、教學目標與範圍：

Course Orientation and Purpose:

American culture has taken on new dimensions in the latter half of the twentieth century.  From the of the founding of the Republic to the period of nation-building that culminated in the Civil War and followed by a time of national healing and reconstruction, America has been on the move.  At the turn of the last century, the 20th century, it took on another new and important dimension: internationalism.  This concept, perhaps more than any other idea, stimulated a burgeoning interest in what was American.  As a result, an unprecedented global expansion of “Americanism” ensued, particularly in the post-war period of the 1950s.

At home, the 1950s was a watershed to America’s growth and development and cultural ferment.  The decades of the 1960s and 1970s ushered in a tumultuous period of protest and change.  By the time the 1980s rolled around there seemed to be a sense of self-renewal or a period of renaissance, but it was quickly tempered by the dramatic demographic changes brought about by “multiculturalism.”   Outward internationalism reinforced multiculturalism within, and vice versa.  Although today, conservative Americans have from time to time looked back to the “good ole days” with nostalgia and glee, there is no turning back the clock.

What is American and how is it changing?  Those are two central questions to understanding America today, as well as how our modern world is being shaped.  The readings from our text, “Individualism and Commitment in American Life: Readings on the Themes of Habits of the Heart,” provides students with a look at the sources of those changes and how they have affected, and are affecting, American culture and society at large.

肆、授課方式：
Discussion Sequence and Reading Assignments:  

Weekly presentations and reports for each topic are due on the date that topic appears in the following schedule.

伍、課程綱要：
Week One – Introduction to Course

· Syllabus, grades, and course requirements

· Annotated bibliography, citations, and discussion writing

· Reading Assignment: Hand-out to photo copy (Take notes as you read and be prepared for discussion in class next meeting) – “Preface” and “Appendix: Social Science as Public Philosophy,” in Habits of the Heart, pp. vi-xxi and 297-307 respectively

Week Two – “Democracy, Individualism, and Commitment”

· Discussion and lecture on reading assignment and topic of the week

· Written Assignment: “How Would You Explain Chinese Culture and Commitment (Habits of the Heart)” – be prepared to report and discuss next meeting

Week Three – “The Roots of Tradition”

· Discussion and student report on “Chinese Culture” – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “American Culture and Character”

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 22-49 in text)

Week Four – “Selfhood and Society”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “The Issue of Self-Discovery – Finding Oneself the American Way”

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 57-95 in text)

Week Five – “Love, Marriage and Family”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “Love, Marriage and Family in America”

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 103-144 in text)

Week Six – “Therapeutic Thinking and Social Relations”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “Reaching Out and Human/Social Interaction in America” 

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 151-194 in text)

Week Seven – “The Cultural Forms and Limits of Individualism”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “Individualism in America” 

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 200-243 in text)

Week Eight – Tutorial Session

· Annotated Bibliography Due – minimum of 12 sources
· Bring Draft Outline of Discussion Paper – In-class help and review

Week Nine – “Community”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “Social/Political Participation in America – Getting Involved” 

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 251-274 in text)

Week Ten – “Callings: Work and Citizenship”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “Civic Culture in America” 

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 281-319 in text)

Week Eleven – “Religion”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “Religion in America” 

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 328-372 in text)

Week Twelve – “The National Society”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “Society in America – The American Society”

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 379-421 in text)

Week Thirteen – “Visions of the Future”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

· Lecture on “Transforming American Culture” 

· Assignment: Written report and oral presentation on hand-out next meeting (pp. 427-472 in text)

Week Fourteen – “Visions of the Future – Visions of the World”

· Discussion and students’ oral presentation – Hand-in written report

Week Fifteen – Last Day of Class

· Discussion Paper Due

捌、授課方式：教師講課、同學報告並參與討論
玖、教學設備：
拾、教材課本：

Text(s):  The following two texts can be found/are available at internet book suppliers:

    www.barnesandnoble.com and www.amazon.com 

· Robert N. Bellah, et al., eds., Individualism and Commitment in American Life: Readings on the Themes of Habits of the Heart (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1988).  Please purchase if available.  (Currently, this book seems to be out-of-print.  Photocopies of readings will be provided for student copying.)
Text(s) Con’td.:

· Robert N. Bellah, et al., Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American (Updated ed.; Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1996).  This text will be used for my class lectures.  (I encourage you to buy this but it’s optional)

陸、參考資料：
Grades and Course Requirements:  As this a graduate seminar, regular and consistent attendance and participation are required.  In addition, your performance will be evaluated by weekly reports (written and oral), one discussion paper, and an annotated bibliography.  That will make up your final grade.

· Weekly Reports – 40% of your grade

-- Oral Presentation – this can be done on a group basis and should reflect and

clarify your written report (see below) --  the purpose of this activity is to encourage class participation and I expect it, so be prepared to speak each time

we meet (one letter grade deducted for each absence -- do not expect much flexibility here)

-- Written Report – A maximum of four (4) pages for each report (typewritten,

    double-spaced or neatly handwritten with appropriate spacing and margins on

    A4 size paper) – this is strictly done on an individual basis

· Discussion Paper – 35% of your grade
 (NB: a discussion paper is not a term paper or research paper)

--  Using at least three (3) sources (i.e., books) from the same subject area (or

6 journal articles), synthesizing them into a logical and readable written presentation – consult your annotated bibliography (see below) for your selections, so do your bibliography well 

--  Length:  8-12pp. typewritten and double-spaced on A4 size paper with proper 

     margins and spacing

--  A discussion paper guideline will be provided to you

· Annotated Bibliography – 25% of your grade

--  Each citation is given a brief description (one or two sentences)


--  Use A4 size paper only

NB:  All written work must be in English; those that are not will be returned without credit.
1.遵守智慧財產權觀念
2.不得非法影印
