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Course Description
This writing course focuses on learning various modes of argumentation and polishing one’s writing style. Learning to write well can be a pleasurable challenge. 

· We will conduct peer review in discussions as a class and in small groups. 

· As time permits, we will analyze great prose to learn from it. 

· We will go through exercises in Style.

Note on Preparing for Class, Attendance and Grading
Participation in class activities (such as an assignment to bring an outline or rough draft to class) is mandatory. Since this is a small class and we need to work together in peer review activities, attendance is taken very seriously. Students who have not completed the assignment may be asked to leave for that day. Students completing assignments during class may also be asked to leave. Students missing three classes automatically receive a zero for the class. Students late more than ten minutes need not come to class (since that day will count as an absence). 

Course Objectives
To learn how to write and edit one’s writing very well.

Course Requirements
Attend classes and complete all assignments and readings. 

Write three polished essays. 

Grading 

Participation and Attendance                                                      25%

Three papers






    75%

On Plagiarism and Continuity of Voice 
The Council of Writing Program Administrators defines plagiarism (剽竊) as “when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source” (http://wpacouncil.org/node/9, accessed 12/27/05). 

You can avoid plagiarism by using quotation marks and indentation of quotes when you are engaging and incorporating another’s ideas and writing. However, even paraphrasing can be interpreted as plagiarism.

There are less obvious forms of plagiarism: paraphrasing. If we remain focused on continuity of our own thought within a paper, we see how it is imperative to engage multiple sources during the writing process. It is out of this diversity of sources that we integrate our own vision. If we borrow too much from one or two sources, then we have merely repeated another person’s work.  

Writing is about synthesizing a new point of view from existing materials. We should approach writing as something powerful and heroic in our digital age. Avoid writing and risk slipping into a world of digitalized content and being reduced to a being who only provides a service of acknowledging and reproducing whatever is found (or whatever enters one via a TV set). Writing well gives you the power to change the present and define how you and others see. When you synthesize multiple sources you are creating, not merely reacting to others. When you write against only one person’s writing, that person’s writing usually will have created the parameters for your own writing.

By cutting and pasting writing found online or culled from other sources, a student short-circuits the educational process. Do not deny yourself the opportunity afforded by your classes to grow as a writer. If caught, the penalty for plagiarism includes: receiving an automatic F (0) for the given assignment or paper; a letter written to various administrators recommending further disciplinary action; and penalties for copyright infringement where they apply.

Learning to write well is an ongoing endeavor. Take it step by step and do not despair.
Course Schedule
	Week
	Course Topics

	1

9/10
	Introduction to course; Diagnostic Test on Structure Skills; Developing Structure Skills; discuss writing interests

	
	

	3

9/24
	Discuss: Exposition Strategies - Development by Example and Process Analysis – bring outline and opening paragraph of essay on any topic

	
	

	5

10/8
	Exposition Strategies - Development by Comparison and Contrast- bring rough draft of essay

	
	

	7

10/22
	Exposition Strategies - Development by Definition – bring final draft of essay 1, 

	
	

	9

11/5
	Exposition Strategies - Development by Division and Classification – bring an outline and opening paragraph for essay 2 (using at least one of the writing strategies discussed) 

	
	

	11

11/19
	Exposition Strategies - Development by Cause and Effect – bring rough draft of essay 2 

	
	

	13

11/26
	Developing Your Argument; Effective Description; Writing Essays Using Multiple Strategies – bring final draft of essay 2

	
	

	15

12/10
	Writing about Literature; Writing a Paper Using Research – bring an outline and opening paragraph for essay 3 (which should incorporate a research topic and use at least one of the writing strategies discussed)

	
	

	17

12/24
	Present Papers, receive feedback – bring rough draft of essay 3

	
	Turn in final draft during finals week


