Seminar: Literature and Music

Fall, 2008
Instructor: Alex Tu
Course objectives

This course explores the close and complex relation between literature and music as “sister arts.” On the affinity of the two media of expression, Adorno once wrote, “Music resembles language in the sense of articulated sounds which are more than just sounds. They say something, often something human.” In contrast with other media, both are auditory, temporal, and dynamic art forms.  In this course, we will address the specificity, aesthetics, and interaction of the two media. We will consider the role/influence of music in literary/philosophical works and concepts (e.g., Ovid, French Symbolists, and Nietzsche). We will explore various articulations of the two in the domains of “classical” music (e.g., “program music” and opera) and “popular” music (e.g., jazz, rock, and musical). Taking concepts such Baudelaire’s “synesthesia”, Wagner’s “music theater”, and Deleuze’s “becoming-music” as points of departure, we will try to grapple with the implications of the musico-literary study. One underlying objective of the course is also to develop a vocabulary and skills to engage in critical understanding of the two “languages” and the diversity of literary and/or musical experiences and practices in today’s world. 

The basic goals, thus, will be: 
· to cultivate a comparative understanding for specific literary and musical forms, genres, concepts, and interpretative frameworks for different medium. 

· to equip you with the critical tools to read, listen, and interpret the written, musical and visual texts around you.

· to explore the themes such as gender politics, orientalism, question of representation and adaptation, in both “high” and popular domains of arts. 

Requirements

Reader of photocopied articles/texts will be available. Additional materials may be announced and made available later in classes.

Grade breakdown: Completion of assigned reading is a must for this course. The grade breakdown goes as follows:
Attendance/participation            20% 
Midterm paper (5-6 pgs)            30%                

Final Paper (15 pgs)                   50%                        

Screenings: There will be at least two DVD screenings during the semester. They are also required for this seminar. Time and room locations will be announced later. 

Attendance: Two absences is the maximum you can miss for any reason, excused or unexcused. Failure to participate in classroom discussions and habitual tardiness may affect your participation grade. 

Plagiarism: Cheating and plagiarism are offences which are required to be reported to the University. The MLA Handbook is the standard reference guide for literary scholarship.

