Syllabus

Course: An Introduction to Cognitive Linguistics, SLA, and Pedagogical Issues

Time: Mondays (alternatively Thursdays), Fall Semester, 2008

Professor: Dr. Yinghsueh (Sue) Hu

Office: Rm. 731, College of Foreign Languages and Literature, Tamsui Campus

Contact details: sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw Tel ext: 3213

Course Outline: 

This is a course to raise the awareness of a discipline that has come to be known as “Cognitive Linguistics” and in what way this discipline has influenced the way semantics, syntax and vocabulary are being investigated.  Due to this perspective, the whole issue of language acquisition has been put into a new light. Therefore, the aim of the course is to explore some research in cognitive linguistics and first/second language learning and what this knowledge means to language teachers. Those students who have taken my Research Methodology in Language, Culture, and Cognition can see this course as a more in-depth exploration of the issues we discussed last semester.
Course Objectives: 

Students should be able to apply theories proposed by cognitive linguists to conduct studies of their own to test or verify these theories. 
Schedule:
Class 1: Introduction to cognitive linguistics and the connection between language, culture and mind. 

Class 2: Reading—Chapter 1, prototypes, categorization and cultural models,  Unger & Schmidt, 1996. Discussion of examples

Class 3: Reading—Chapter 1 & 2, Level of categorization (or the “basic level”) in folk taxonomy. Discussion of examples

Class 4: Reading—Chapter 2

Class 5: Reading—Chapter 3 Conceptual Metaphors and metonymies. 

Class 6: Reading—Chapter 3 

Class 7: Reading—Chapter 4 Chapter 12, Achard & Niemeier

Class 8: Reading—Chapter 4

Class 9: Reading—Chapter 5

Class 10: Reading—Chapter 5; chapter 2, Achard & Niemeier

Class 11: Reading—Chapter 6

Class 12: Reading—Chapter 6; chapter 4, Achard & Niemeier

Class 13: Chapter 5, Achard & Niemeier

Class 14: Chapter 6

Class 15: Chapter 7

Class 16: Chapter 10, 11

Assessment: Participation and attendance: 20 percent; presentations: 30 percent; term paper: 50 percent
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