Designing the Future: Future-Oriented Policy Studies

1. Professor Sohail Inayatullah. Email: s.inayatullah@qut.edu.au. Phone: 0911830275 (mobile). Home: 2621 5656 (extension 2476). Office: 2621-5656 (extension 3001). 
Skype: Sohailinayatullah. Messenger. sinayatullah@hotmail.com
2. Credit Hours. 3 hours.

3. Teaching Goals

· Understanding approaches to designing the Future

· Understanding theoretical and practical differences between planning, policy and futures

· Developing skills in future-oriented policy planning

· Developing confidence in using policy futures methods

4. Areas that the Course will cover

· Futures Studies, including key methods
· Policy Studies

· Case Studies in Futures-Oriented Planning

5. Ways of Teaching 

Pedagogical style will be varied. However, this class will combine face to face with distance learning. 

· Lectures on Futures Studies
· Small group discussions

· Presentation to class

· Skype or Messenger video chats

· Email discussions
6. Weekly discussions and Final Paper

Every week you will be expected to write comments based on your readings. They will need to be emailed to me at s.inayatullah@qut.edu.au every Friday. These short essays need to show to me that you are 1. doing the readings. 2. making sense of the readings (applying them, critiquing them, challenging them, using futures methods to reflect on them)

7. Group work and Final Paper
Students will be encouraged to work in groups in class as well as for the final paper. The final paper should be a futures policy paper advising local, city or national government or business on a particular policy. It should use at least two futures methods, eg, scenarios and the futures triangle and articulate concrete recommendations.

8. Monthly plan

September – Futures, Planning and Policy 
1. Overview of Course, goals, grading

2. Policy analysis, planning and Futures Research – an evaluation (can policy making be future oriented?)

3. Futures methods in futures-oriented policy – the Six Pillars approach.
Required Reading for September:  

1. Sohail Inayatullah, “The Study of the Future,” Chapter one, Questioning the Future, Tamsui, Tamkang University, 2007. Available from Graduate Institute of Futures Studies. And at: 
2. Sohail Inayatullah, Six Pillars: Futures thinking for transforming. Foresight, vol 10, No 1, 2008. Available at www.metafuture.org
3. Gretchen Young, Mapping the future. Available from www.metafuture.org/courses.htm. 
4.  Peter Saul, This way to the future. Vol 6, No. 2, November 2001. Available from www.jfs.tku.edu.tw
October -  Futures-oriented Planning – Emerging issues Analysis
1. Can public policy be anticipatory?
2. Emerging issues Analysis and public policy

Reading required for October:
1 Graham Molitor, The Molitor forecasting method, Journal of Futures 

Studies, Vol 8, No 1, August 2003. Available at www.jfs.tku.edu.tw

2. Marcus Barber, Wildcards – Signals from a future near you. Journal of Futures Studies, Vol. 11 No. 1 August 2006. Available from www.jfs.tku.edu.tw
4. Jim Dator and Yongseok Seo, Korea as a wave of a future: the emerging dream society of icons and aesthetic experience. Journal of Futures Studies.Vol. 9, No 1, 2004. Available at www.jfs.tku.edu.tw
November – Case Studies in Futures-oriented Policy
Case studies of futures-oriented policy making. While I present a few case studies, you are strongly encouraged to find other more relevant Taiwan based case studies (in Mandarin or English).
Readings for November: 

1. Sohail Inayatullah, Alternative Futures of Transport, Foresight (Vol., 5, No. 1, 2003), 34-43.

2.  Debbie Terranova, Navigating by the Stars: Using Futures Methodologies to Create a Preferred Vision for the Workforce, a Case Study
3.    Sohail Inayatullah, Alternative Futures of Education. Draft report to Education Queensland. 2005.Available from the author. 
4.    Sohail Inayatullah, Futures from Organizational to Institutional Change. http://www.metafuture.org/Articles/from_organizational_institutional_change2.htm
5.  Jenny Brice, The Virus Analogy, Journal of Futures Studies. Vol 9., No 2, November 2004. Available from www.jfs.tku.edu.tw.
December – From Policy to Action

Is Foresight possible in public policy. What works, what fails?
Overview of course – main learnings

Paper presentations via skype video.
Readings: 

1. Steve Gould, Maroochy 2025 Visioning and Action. Journal of Futures Studies. Vol 10, No 1, August 2005. 

2. Paula Ding, Envisioning local futures. Journal of Futures Studies. Vol 9, No 4, May 2005. Available at www.jfs.tku.edu.tw

9.. Grading

1. Weekly reflections and course attendance including skpe video chats– 50% 

2. Final Paper – 50%. Research paper on Futures-oriented Policy_ Theory plus case study. Paper must use at least two futures tools. Final Paper due by December 11th, 2008.
Total = 100%

