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Economic Growth
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Shun-Fa Lee

E-mail: alphalee@mail.tku.edu.tw
Research Room: B1022

Grading: Presentation 40%, Essay 50%, Attendance 10%
Course Description
This class introduces students to the field of Economic Growth, which explores the question of why certain countries are rich and others are poor, and why some countries grow quickly and others slowly from an economist’s point of view.  From the accumulation of capital to the role of geography, the class will explore the various determinants of the ‘success’ or ‘failure’ of a country today and over time.  Both an empirical and theoretical approach will be used to answer these questions, supplemented by the most current literature in the field. The ultimate goal of this course is for students to not only understand the framework of growth, but also to be able to apply this framework for understanding new and important questions.

Course Materials

Weil, David N. (2004). Economic Growth, Pearson, Addison Wesley
Tentative Course Outline

1. Introduction Ch 1, 2
2. Physical Capital & The Solow Model Ch 3
3. Population Growth & The Solow Model Ch 4
4. Future Trends in Population, Ch 5
5. Human Capital: Education Ch 6
6. Growth Accounting Ch 7
7. The Role of Technology in Growth Ch8, 9
8. Open Economy Ch 11

9. The Role of Government Ch12

10. Income Inequality Ch 13
11. Culture Ch 14
12. Geography, Climate and Natural Resources Ch15
