 Politics I
Course Information:

1. Course Title: Politics I
2. Classroom hours: 6 hours.  
3. Classroom No.: Type of Instruction: Lecture-Discussion
4. Instructor： Cheng Chin-mo

5. Office: CL 510

6. Phone No. ext 7033

7. E-Mail: chinmo0506@yahoo.com.tw
Required Texts


1. Heywood Andrew, Politics, 2nd Edition, New York: Palgrave, 2002.

2. Ranney, A. Governing: An Introduction to Political Science, 8th Edition, Prentice Hall: New Jersey, 2001.
3. Tansey, Stephen D. Politics, the Basics. London: Routledge. P 2000. 
4. Andrew Heywood Key Concepts in Politics, Palgrave, 2000
COURSE OUTLINE
Course Description
  This course introduces the study of political life by providing an overview of a discipline described variously as Political Studies, Political Science, Government, or Politics. We will also examine essential concepts such as Governments and Governing, Political Psychology, Socialization, Culture, Political Ideologies, Public Opinion, Political Communication, Elections and Voting, Political Parties, Legislative Process, Administrative Process, Law and the Judicial Process, Human Rights, and also International Politics. Since politics affect almost everything we do, the purpose of the course is equally broad: from exposing you to the socio-political world around us, to helping you clarify your own political beliefs and attitudes.
Course Objectives
The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to many aspects of political science. A broad overview will be presented that will touch on domestic politics, international political systems, comparative politics and many different political theories. Students attend this class are supposed to understand basic terms in political studies and to foster an understanding of the complexity of political behavior since it is designed to introduce students to a variety of lenses used to explain political action together with to prepare students for further study in political studies.

Course Requirements
This is an intensive and wide-covering course that meets 3 times a week. Regular attendance is expected at the lectures and regular attendance together with participation is expected in the discussion section. If you have more than 3 unexcused absences, the attendance/participation portion of your grade will suffer. Students are responsible for all required readings. There will be announced or unannounced quizzes on content of previous lectures. Generally quizzes will be given at the end of weekly classes on Friday. Required readings must be completed by the start of class on the day scheduled in the syllabus.  
Course Schedule
	Duration
	Topics
	

	Week 1
	What is politics?  

--- Defining Politics
	

	Week 2
	What is politics?
-- -Studying Politics
	

	Week 3
	Governments, Systems and Regimes
--- Traditional Systems of Classification
	

	Week 4
	Governments, Systems and Regimes

--- Regimes of the Modern World
	

	Week 5
	Political Ideologies
--- Liberalism & Conservatism
	

	Week 6
	Political Ideologies

--- Socialism and Others
	

	Week 7
	Democracy
--- Defining Democracy
	

	Week 8
	Democracy

--- Models of Democracy
	

	Week 9
	Democracy

--- Democracy in Practice
	


Assessment
* Grades: 80 points and above = A; 70 to 79 = B; 60 to 69 = C; 50 to 59 = D; less than 50 = F.

Grades will be determined on the basis of unannounced/announced quizzes, one group project, a short research paper, and participation.
	Items
	Score

	Essays
	20 pts

	Term Paper 
	30 pts

	Quizzes
	30 pts

	Attendance & Participation
	20 pts


Class Participation. 
Active participation in class discussions is welcomed and encouraged. To make these discussions as productive as possible, all course readings should be completed before the class statrs. Also, from time-to-time, you may be asked to prepare some comments or questions in preparation for the next class session. Although no one will be penalized for no remarks during class discussions, active participation can have an positive influence on your final grade. Attendance in this course is required. Excessive unexcused absences (more than three) will result in the lowering of your grade for the course. Attendance & Participation consist 30% of your final grade.
Term Paper 
Term paper that is the final result of your study in this subject should not be less than 1500 words. Paper-writing is a essential training for undergraduate work in the humanities and social sciences, considerable effort are supposed to be placed on developing your writing ability. This section consists 30 percent of your final grade.
quizzes 
Quizzes will be given after the complete of each topic. It will be generally hold at the end of weekly study, namely on Thursday. If a high score on the test is expected, students should review carefully the content of lectures given in that week. Quizzes consist 40 percent of your grade.
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