Oral Communication in English
2ND Quarter FALL, 08’
TKU, Lanyang Campus
The instructor: Li-Chun (Natalie) Chen 陳俐君
Class Meeting: 

Tuesdays: 1:10PM-4:00PM

Thursdays: 1:10PM-4:00PM

Location: CL 303
E-mail Address: natalie.chen.tku@gmail.com
Please put your major and your name at the subject when you send me an e-mail. 
Website: http://sites.google.com/site/nataliechentku/
Course Description:

This course is designed to cultivate English speaking skills for intermediate learners. We will mainly focus on English pronunciation, intonation, and speaking patterns and strategies. There will also be plenty of in-class discussions, as course activities, led by either the instructor or the student. In order to train students’ presentation skills, they are required to present four topics during the quarter. Besides, because this course is largely learner-centered, students will get a bunch of opportunities sharing opinions or experiences toward the weekly topic with the class. That will sharpen learners’ oral skills as well. 

Course Objectives:


Students are expected to get fluent and accurate in speaking English as their second language. They are also expected to feel very comfortable in talking in English either in public or in private. 

Course Requirements:


1. Students are required to read the weekly chapters of the textbook before each class meeting.


2. Students are expected to hand in 5 recording assignments by the due days. Besides, there will be unscheduled homework distributed every week. Students should be well-prepared for it as well. Late assignments will not be accepted except some special case.

3. Student presentation will be held respectively each class meeting starting from week 3 of the quarter. Each student is required to present four topics, which will be evaluated by both the instructor and the peers.

4. There is no traditional paper-based Mid Term/ Final Exam; instead, we will assign speaking tests to each individual student at a scheduled time in the Mid Term/ Final Exam week. 


5. We do have paper-based quizzes, which will be held on both 12/4 and 12/30. The contents are largely from the book 口語什麼都有 (See more information in the references).

Textbooks:


English Conversation in Taiwan (Upper Intermediate Level), Revised Edition, Michael Yeldham, 2001, Crane Publishing CO., LTD
References: 


1.《說出好聽力》, 趙御筌/著, 笛籐出版.
2.《中級會話模式》, 白安竹/著, 文鶴出版.（第二版,第三版皆可）

3. American Accent Training, Ann Cook, 2nd Edition, Barron’s

   4. 《口語什麼都有》, Andrew E. Bennett, 經典傳訊. The quizzes are largely from this book, so I strongly suggest you purchase it.  http://www.books.com.tw/exep/prod/booksfile.php?item=0010137701
    5. Let’s Blah-Blah-Blah (英文,開口說), 鄭愛倫/編著, 文鶴出版.
Quizzes and Exams:
   Quizzes: 12/4 and 12/30 

You can download the review sheets from the instructor’s website. 
    Speaking Test 1: 12/11
    Speaking Test 2: 1/8
Student Presentation:

Students will present two topics before the first speaking test. The topics come from the sample questions of the TOEFL speaking test. Students are also required to present two times after the 1st test as well. 

Grading Plan: 
1. Quizzes: 10 %

2. In-Class Activity & Attendance: 10%

3. Recording Assignment: 20%

4. Homework: 10 %

5. Student Presentation: 20%

6. Speaking Test: 30 %

Tentative Schedule
	Date
	Required Readings 

( English Conversation in Taiwan )
	Student Presentation

	Recording Assignment/ Homework Due
	Quizzes/ Exams

	11/11 T
	First Meeting

Ch1: Personality
	
	
	

	11/13 TH
	Ch10: Money
	
	
	

	11/18 T
	Ch2: Feelings/ Emotions
	
	RA1 due
	

	11/20 TH
	Ch11: The weather
	
	
	

	11/25 T
	Ch3: Love and Dating
	Student Presentation
	RA2 due
	

	11/27

TH
	Ch12: Injuries
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/2 T
	Ch4: Movies
	Student Presentation
	RA3 due
	

	12/4 TH
	Ch13: Doctor and Dentist
	Student Presentation
	
	Quiz: TBA

	12/9 T
	Ch5: Slang
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/11 TH 
	Mid Term: TBA



	12/16 T 
	Ch6: Gossip
	Student Presentation
	RA4 due
	

	12/18 TH
	Ch14: Describing People
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/23 T
	Ch 7: Music
	Student Presentation
	RA 5 due
	

	12/25 TH
	Ch15: A Job Interview
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/30 T
	Ch8: School
	Student Presentation
	
	Quiz: TBA

	1/1 TH
	School Holiday

	1/6 T
	REVIEW :TBA
	Student Presentation 
	
	

	1/8 TH
	FINAL EXAM
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