Reading Club
2ND Quarter FALL, 08’
TKU, Lanyang Campus
The Instructor: Li-Chun (Natalie) Chen 陳俐君
Class Meeting: Wednesdays: 1:10-3:00 PM
             Thursdays: 8:10-10:00 AM

Location: CL 401
E-mail Address: natalie.chen.tku@gmail.com
Website:  http://sites.google.com/site/englishtkulanyang/
Course Description: 

This course is designed to cultivate English reading skills for Intermediate learners. We will mainly focus on academic reading strategies such as previewing, skipping, scanning, and so on. The reading materials for this course vary from science articles to history essays. In this course, not only lectures on how to read, but also discussion and presentation will be led in class by either the instructor or the students. In order to incorporate students’ reading ability with speaking skills, this course also assigns them with chapters from the book The World is Flat for student presentations. Moreover, this course includes building up students’ vocabulary as well so that they will end up with being efficient readers. 

Course Objectives:


This course expects students to be successful English readers through learning reading strategies and by extensively reading various types of materials. Learners are also expected to have effective reading speed, to enjoy the fun of reading, and to be critical readers with comprehensive minds at the same time.  

Textbooks:
1. Well Read 2, Oxford University Press.
2. The world is flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-first Century. Friedman, L. Thomas (2006)
http://www.books.com.tw/exep/prod/booksfile.ph

 HYPERLINK "http://www.books.com.tw/exep/prod/booksfile.php?item=F010006006" \t "_parent" p?item=F010006006
3.  Barron’s 1100 Words You Need to Know
http://www.books.com.tw/exep/prod/booksfile.ph

 HYPERLINK "http://www.books.com.tw/exep/prod/booksfile.php?item=F011468465" \t "_parent" p?item=F011468465
Course Requirements:

1. Students are expected to read the weekly required chapters of the textbooks and the related handouts distributed in class. 
2. Assignments will be announced in class. Late assignments will not be accepted except special cases. 
3. The Course Project: The World is Flat
a. Presentation: You are required to use/have: MS Powerpoint Slides, Pictures, Summary, Reflections, and any other worthy portions. 

b. Course Report: Your Course Project will include the following parts: summary, reflection, vocabulary, and other worthy portions.
c. Members in the same group will get equal scores for the course project. Discussions before presentation will be very necessary. The instructor strongly suggests that all the discussion should be in English only.
d. The course project must be handed in by Jan. 8th .
Quizzes and Exams:
1. Quizzes:  Vocabulary from the supplementary text, Barron’s 1100 Words You Need to Know 
1st: Thursday 12/4   - p.1- p.59 
2nd: Wednesday 1/7   - p.60- p.115
2.    Mid Term and Final Exam: 
Mid Term: 12/11 
Final Exam: 1/8 
Grading Plan: 

Coursework will be weighted as follows: 

	
	1. Student Presentation 
	30%

	
	2. Quizzes
	10%

	
	3. Mid Term
	20%

	
	4. Final Exam 
	20%

	
	5. Reading Assignments
	15%

	
	6. Attendance
	5%


Tentative Schedule
	Date
	Weekly Topic for TOEFL
	Required Readings 

( Well Read 2 )
	Presentation
( The World is Flat )
	Assignment Due
	Quizzes/ Exams

	11/12 W
	PHYSICS
	Ch1: Rethinking Travel
	
	
	

	11/13 TH
	
	
	
	
	

	11/19 W
	BIOLOGY
	Ch2: Protecting Wildlife
	
	Assignment 1 due (George Orwell)
	

	11/20 TH
	
	
	
	
	

	11/26 W
	AMERICAN HISTORY
	Ch3: The Art of Gardening 
	
	Assignment 2 due (Susan Sontag)
	

	11/27

TH
	
	
	
	
	

	12/3 W
	TECHNOLOGY
	Ch4: Competition
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/4 TH
	
	
	Student Presentation
	
	Quiz: Voc- TBA

	12/10 W
	ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
	Ch5: Communication
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/11 TH 
	Week for Mid Terms
	Mid Term: TBA



	12/17 W 
	Advanced: TBA
	Ch6: Natural Medicines
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/18 TH
	
	
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/24 W
	Advanced: TBA
	Ch7: Experimental Science
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/25 TH
	
	
	Student Presentation
	
	

	12/31 W
	Advanced: TBA
	Ch8: Secretive Behavior
	Student Presentation
	
	

	1/1 TH
	School Holiday

	1/7 W 
	Advanced: TBA
	REVIEW
	Student Presentation
	
	Quiz: VOC-TBA

	1/8 TH
	FIANL EXAM
	Course Project Due
	Final Exam: TBA
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