Syllabus

Course Title: Introduction to Linguistics 

Instructor: Dr. Hu Ying-hsueh, Sue

Time: Tuesdays and Wednesday, Second Quarter, 2008.

Duration: 9 weeks

Textbook: Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., and Hyams, N. (2003), 7th ed. An Introduction to Language. Boston, MA: Thomson/Wadsworth. 

Course Description: This course will devote 3 hrs in class lectures, 2 hrs in small group discussions and one hr in reviewing. The class will be, thus, divided into several study groups (5 to 6 students per group) who will do exercises, field work and discussions together throughout the semester. 

Course Objectives: This course aims to give a general idea about the basic aspects of language, i.e. the nature of it and its grammatical components. The psychological and social aspects of language will be explored later. During this introductory course, students will be asked to look at language from a brand new perspective so as to understand and respect this ability that is unique to, but shared by all human beings. After completion of the course, students should be able to see the logic and beauty of ALL languages. With this new understanding, students may be able to overcome the idea that learning a new language is a difficult thing.

Course Schedule: 

First Week: What is language?

Second Week:  Morphology

Third Week: Morphology

Fourth Week: Syntax 

Fifth Week: Syntax

Sixth Week: Phonology

Seventh Week: Phonology
Eighth Week: Project work 

Ninth Week: Project work

Evaluation: 

1) Each week on Friday, students will be given one or two questions to answer—40 percent.

2) Study group contributions and reports—40 percent

3) Lecture Participations—20 percent
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