Tamkang University   

Fall Semester, 2008

Freshman English 

Class time: Fridays, 10:10-12:00pm

Room: L304

Instructor: Jui-min Tsai

E-mail: jmtsai@mail.tku.edu.tw
Office: FL720

Office hour: By appointment

Course Objective: to improve students’ English proficiency in these four skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Textbook: Richard R. Day and Kenton Harsch (2008). Cover to Cover: Reading Comprehension and Fluency 2. Oxford.

	Week
	Date
	Topics

	W1
	9/12
	Introduction 

	W2
	9/19
	Unit 1 Part 1 “Living with Stress”

	W3
	9/26
	Unit 2 Part 1 “A Woman Who Love Boxing”

	W4
	10/03
	Homework reading: Unit 2 Part 2 “ A Beauty Context—For Men!”
Group presentation: Group 1 & 2

	W5
	10/10
	No Class

	W6
	10/17
	Unit 3 Part 2 “Invented, Then Lost”

	W7
	10/24
	Unit 4 Part 4 “Stupid Criminals”

	W8
	10/31
	Homework reading: Extensive Reading 3: The Canterville Ghost
Group Presentation: Group 3 & 4

	W9
	11/07
	Review & Quiz

	W10
	11/14
	Midterm Exam 

	W11
	11/21
	Extensive Reading 4, “Sherlock Holmes Short Stories”

	W12
	11/28
	Unit 5 Part 2 “Fans or Fanatics?”

	W13
	12/05
	Homework reading: Unit 5 Part 1 “Michelle Wie”
Group presentation Group 5 & 6

	W14
	12/12
	Unit 6 Part 1 “Being Cute to Survive”

	W15
	12/19
	Extensive Reading 6 “The Death of Karen Silkwood”

	W16
	12/26
	Review & Quiz

	W17
	1/02
	No Class

	W18
	1/05
	Final Exam


Grading Policy:

Attendance and homework: 10%

Group presentation: 10%

Quiz: 10%

Midterm Exam: 25%

Final Exam: 25%

Teaching Assistant: 20%
1. It is important to attend the class on time and to be prepared for the course content. You are also expected to fully participate in class discussions and group work.
2. Only the articles listed in bold face will be tested in midterm and final exam. However, you are expected to read all the articles listed on the syllabus.
3. You will be divided into 6 groups. In the weeks of group presentation, each group is responsible for preparing a 20-minute English presentation using different materials such as news stories, historical stories, websites, music, TV series, or films to introduce the assigned topic.                                      
Topics:

Group 1: Ways to relax yourself
Group 2: Famous/great athletes

Group 3: Fancy/interesting invention

Group 4: Mysterious criminals/criminal stories

Group 5: Great movie stars/singers
Group 6: Popular cartoon characters
