Introduction to TESOL (I)

Fall 2008

Class Periods: Thur 9, 10


Instructor:  Yueh-kuey Huang


Office: FL725
Phone: 2053
email: ykhuang@mail.tku.edu.tw
Office hrs:  Monday 10:00-12:00, Thursday 10:00-12:00 and by appointment

Course Description: This is the first of a two-semester course on the theory and practice of teaching English. It will introduce issues in second language learning and teaching, with a focus on theoretical foundations and the methodological principles and procedures derived from them. Students will understand the nature of second or foreign language learning and develop practical teaching techniques through reading, lectures, discussions, video demo, and classroom observations. In addition to the in-class activities, students will have the opportunity to teach and observe English class in formal school settings.
Required text: Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to Language Pedagogy, 2nd ed.  Addison Wesley Longman, 2001. (Available from驚聲書局)
Additional readings will be given in class.

Course Requirements & Grading :

1. Attendance & participation: 40%
Participation is an integral part of this course. Your active participation is expected in each session. This includes preparing yourself by reading assigned materials, completing group tasks and participating in class discussion. Each week you will be given a few minutes of class time to reflect upon your reading and your reaction to the lecture/activities in the form of a quiz or response writing. This weekly writing will serve the purpose of communicating to the instructor and will be used as a record of your participation.
**Please be reminded that this is not a lecture course in which students learn discrete facts or memorize specific information. The class is about developing pedagogical approaches and knowledge learnable only through active in-class participation and learning. Students are expected to attend class on time and for the full period on a regular basis. Unexcused absences (over 1/3 of the term) will result in a failed grade and tardiness a lower participation grade. The following situations may constitute excused absences: 1. Documented illness (written notice from physician); 2. Documented family emergency (death in family…); 3. Other verifiable and/or documented emergencies.
2.
Teaching log: 20%
--You will be assigned tutorial task at the department’s English corner on a weekly basis. You will be asked to keep a teaching log to record this experience. For each entry, provide a profile of the learners seeking your help and describe the interactions you have with them. You may evaluate your session, comment on student learning, relate problems/concerns or any teaching success/failure you have experienced. You will use this log as a basis for class discussion. It is due the last week of class (see Schedule).
3. 
Teaching Demo: 10%

--You will work in groups of four each to teach a 10-minute demonstrative lesson and lead class discussion about the principles and procedures of your demonstration.

4. Final Exam: 30% 

Weekly Schedule: The following list is subject to change due to time constraints or needs/interests of the students.

9/11

Introduction
9/18

Method history (Ch. 2); Assign teaching task

9/25

Method history (Ch. 2): method video
10/2

Present informed approach (Ch. 3): (Begin tutorial sessions)
10/9

Present informed approach (Ch. 3): method video
10/16
Teaching by principles (Ch. 4)
10/23
Teaching by principles (Ch. 4): method video
10/30
Intrinsic motivation in classroom (Ch. 5) 
11/6

Learner variables I: Ch. 6 (Teaching demo)
11/13
Midterm week (Conference with instructor)
11/20 
Learner variable II: Ch. 7 (Teaching demo)
11/27
Techniques, textbooks, and technology: Ch. 9 (Teaching Demo)

12/4

Lesson planning: Ch. 10 (Teaching Demo)
12/11
Interactive language teaching I: Ch. 11 (Teaching Demo)

12/18
Interactive language teaching II: Ch. 12 (Teaching Demo)


12/25
Interactive language teaching II: Ch. 12 (Teaching Demo)
1/1

Wrap-up; Review (Teaching log due)

1/8 

Final exam 
