American Literature (I)

Instructor: Dr. Robin Chen-Hsing Tsai 
Course Objective: This course helps students familiarize themselves with a wide variety of literature from the period of colonization to the 19th century, including works representing some of the diverse ethnic and racial strands as well as texts by major American authors. In addition to examining the historical and ideological contexts of a range of prose, poetry, and fictional works, we will also explore their literary and cultural meanings. 
Requirements: completing all readings on time, participating in discussion, identification/essay exam, and group performance. 
Week Description
1
Introduction
2
The Iroquois Creation Story; Christopher Columbus
3
John Smith; William Bradford; John Winthrop
4
Anne Bradstreet; Edward Taylor
5
Jonathan Edwards
6
Benjamin Franklin: The Way to Health 
7
Crevecour
8
Thomas Jefferson; Philip Freneau
9
Washington Irving
10
Midterm
11
James F. Cooper; William Bryant
12
Emerson
13
Emerson
14
Hawthorne 
15
Edgar Poe
16
Thoreau
17
Final 
American Literature: An Outline

                                                Dr. Robin Chen-Hsing Tsai
I. Colonial Puritanism 
II. The Age of Reason
III. Romantic Nationalism
IV. Realism
V. Naturalism 
VI. Modernism
I. Colonial Puritanism: The Age of Discovery
Pre-contact: paganism
Post-contact: Christianity
Colonialism / immigration 
Feature: religious 
II. The Age of Reason
Rationalism / enlightenment
1. Benjamin Franklin: 
2. Thomas Paine:
3. Thomas Jefferson
The Pre-Romantics:
4. Creveceour 
5. Freneau
6. Bryant 
7. James Cooper
8. Washington Irving 
III. The American Transcendentalism/Romanticism 
The major authors:
1. Walt Whitman 
2. Hawthorne
3. Poe
4. Melville 
5. Emerson
6. Thoreau
7. Emily Dickenson 
IV. Realism 
1. Mark Twain 
2. Henry James
3. W. D. Howells
V. Naturalism 
1. Stephen Crane
2. Frank Norris
3. Jack London
4. Theodore Dreiser 
VI. Modernism 
A. Poetry 
B.   Fiction
C.   Drama 
