環境文學Literature and the Environment,  Autumn, 2008, English Department, TKU
Lecturer: Yang Ming-tu
Why literature and the environment: Literature can act as both a mirror and a prod, showing us who we are and challenging us to imagine who we might be. By bringing together literature about the environment from a wide range of authors and from a variety of genres, along with some related films, this course hopes to help students explore both their relationship nature and the role literature can place in shaping a culture responsive to environmental realities. 

Topics to be discussed Weekly

1. Orientation：The definition of the ecological person—Ayo’s view.

2. Nature Writing: Fable Insects

3. A discovery film on insects: (It is right to say that “It is thinking that makes what we read/see./hear ours”?) Nature as a social construct or an experience determined by the environment.
4. Machine and Nature  Meridel Lesueur’s “Harvest”-- Literature and the Environment 

5. Apocalypse: Carson’s “A Fable of Tomorrow.” And its toxic rhetoric.
6. Deep Ecology: Simple Life and cultivation of the Mind.

7. Patriarchy and Eco-feminism: A talk on 寶蓮燈

8. Sense of Place: How can we have a sense of a place by just looking around it in a hurry or better by staying for some time in it, experiencing it, and reflecting on the spiritual (aesthetic), social and historical sense of the place? Watch and compare two films, “Photograph Album of a Village鄉村寫真” and “Lian Xi Chu”.
9. Animal Rights: The Legend of White Serpent or 魔法公主
10. The spiritual effect of wilderness on human psyche: A talk on symbiosis and egolessness in 藍蝴蠂. Think about the question: What is free will in its dialectic (interaction) with the environment and social relations.
11. Mid-term Examination

12. A Field Trip to Ching Shan Fall 

13. Geomancy and ecology

14. Economic globalization to economic localization: which is needed for the maintenance of an ecological community
15. An Essay: B. Tarven’s “Assembly Line” –an essay from Literature and the Environment 

16. Land Use: Robert Frost’s “A Brook in the City—a poem from Literature and the Environment 

17. The issue of Death: Beth Brant “This Place”-- Literature and the Environment 

18. Agriculture and ecology: The commercialization of the farms and the decline of Taiwan’s villages.

Grading: class attendance, 20%; Mid-term, 40%; Final, 40%
