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Syllabus – Junior English Composition

____________________________

· Course Objective -
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The major course objectives for the first semester of Junior English Composition, according to the department guidelines, read as follows: “Students should be taught how to use a library effectively, to arm them with a basic knowledge of bibliography and to teach students how to write research/term papers, demonstrating their ability to think independently and creatively; this should help remedy their past educational experience which mainly encourages passive memorization.” 

While embracing the essential spirit of the above guidelines, you instructor would like to focus on helping you become a more competent and confident communicators in English writing by training your proficiency in the writing skills for PRACTICAL applications in your future career or studies. Close attention will also be directed to the productive uses of advanced writing tools and related online resources with the hope to expand the one-year course into a sustainable pursuit for ongoing perfection of your English writing ability.

· Course Description -
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The course adopts an interactive approach to language learning by providing you with plenty of chances for guided practice and review in writing and editing. Major class activities include: (1). Frequent writing in varied forms (letter, response paper, press release, résumé, study plan, autobiography, memorandum, etc.). culminating in three to four revised papers each semester. (2). Constant review of structural, grammar and rhetorical issues to help you identify and rectify dysfunctions in your writing. 

The assigned textbook The Writer’s Response, an excellent choice for those serious about improving their English writing ability, will be consulted by the instructor but not used in class (meaning you are free to decide if you’d like to purchase the textbook). Instead, relevant handouts will be prepared by the instructor and e-mailed to you one week prior to the lessons begin. Moreover, Junior English Composition will be divided into plenary sessions for lectures and class activities and review meetings for detailed revision of your works. Plenary sessions will be scheduled up to two weeks after the mid-term week while review meetings take up the remaining classes. Please check the Course Schedule for details.
· Course Requirements -
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Junior English Composition, though a required course, will be taught with the basic assumption that you are here with a strong desire to improve your English writing ability. The major course requirement is therefore for you to constantly demonstrate that desire through your class participation and writing assignments. There will be no mid-term exam while the final will take the form of a review session. IMPORTANT NOTES: (1). All required assignments should be typed, not hand-written. (2). Requirements for writing each assignment will be clearly introduced in class. Assignments that fail to meet the requirements will therefore receive NO grade. (3). You are required to e-mail all writing assignments to the instructor one week prior to your scheduled review meeting. Assignments reach the instructor later than the due date but prior to the scheduled review meeting will be graded but not reviewed. (4). Assignments turned in after the scheduled review meeting will receive NO grade. 

· Course Schedule -

September 12
Course Introduction – Diagnostic Writing Exercise


September 19
Plenary Session: Definition of Good Writing in English & Writing Situation/Process


September 26
Plenary Session: Announcement of Writing Assignments



Response Paper, Study Plan, and Press Release.


October 3
Plenary Session: Online Writing Resources & Using English-English Dictionary (Why & How)
October 10
National (Double-Tenth) Day

October 17
Plenary Session: Bingo Game – Grammatical & Rhetorical Issues

October 24
Plenary Session: Central Idea – Supporting Details – Unity and Coherence

October 31
Plenary Session: Typical Problem Areas in English Writing – Revising Sample Essay

November 7
 Plenary Session: Typical Problem Areas in English Writing



Sentence Fragments, Fused Sentences, and Comma Splices

November 8
Writing Assignments – Progress Checking and Discussion


November 15
Mid-Term Exam


November 22
 1st Review Meeting

November 29
2nd Review Meeting


December 5
3rd Review Meeting


December 12 
4th Review Meeting


December 19
5th Review Meeting 


December 26
6th Review Meeting


January 2
New Year Holidays

January 9
7th Review Meeting (End of Semester)
· Grading Criteria -

Class Participation: 40%

Writing Assignments: 60%

· Course Instructor -

Your course instructor is Chien-Ta (Bob) Hsu. Who can be reached at: Tel/Fax: (02) 2368-4299 and E-mail: atatsu@seed.net.tw
For the 60% on writing assignments, please refer to the following grading criteria prepared by the department’s Subcommittee on Composition:

90+

Clearly Excellent

The student is approaching native fluency in written English. Errors, if any are trivial. Vocabulary and sentence structure are appropriate to a university student. Transition is excellent at all levels. Topic sentences are clear, and what follows directly develops from them. The student utilizes the concept of introduction and conclusion. Vocabulary is well selected and used.

80~89 
Very Good

The student shows mastery of the basic composition skills at his or her level. Sentences are well formed, and transition between them is smooth. Paragraphs have clear topic sentences from which the other sentences develop. At a compositional level, there are clear topic statements while transition between paragraphs is smooth. Student works also with a concept of introduction and conclusion. Vocabulary is appropriately used. Minor errors occur.

70~79 
Average

The student performs average work (not good yet not bad for his or her level. Sentences for the most part are well formed, and transition is attempted, but not always successfully carried through. Paragraphs have clear or implied topic sentences, yet not all other sentences develop logically from them. Paragraph transition is not always smooth. The composition has a topic statement which for the most part is followed throughout. A concept of introduction and conclusions appears, but not always well defined. Some words are misused, and several grammar errors occur: a couple of misplaced or misused prepositions, occasional tense problems, infrequent subject-verb agreement problems, occasional incorrect modal use, some slips in pronoun agreement, article misuse, and so forth. By and large, although errors occur, the sentences have an understandable resemblance to English. The student should have no more than one major area of weakness.

60~69 
Poor

The student is performing substandard but acceptable work for his or her level. Sentences structure is weak and transition choppy. A topic sentence is attempted, but many of the following sentences have little or no connection to it. The same follows for the thesis statement at the compositional level; one is attempted but what follows often lacks apparent connection to it. Transition between paragraphs is ore often than not awkward. The concept of introduction and conclusion is weak. There is recurrent misuse of vocabulary. Frequent grammar error occur (as above in the preceding section but more so). The basic resemblance to written English falls off; there are a limited number of sentence fragments. The student has more than one major area of weakness.

40~59 
Not Adequate

The student is performing unacceptable work for his or her level. Many of the sentences are non-sentences. Major and minor errors make frequent appearances, both in form and content. There is little apparent organization; transition is almost non-existent. Most vocabulary is misused. The total amount or writing is substantially less than what his or her classmates have written. The student must retake the semester but can pass to the next semester. 

0~39 
Definitely Inadequate

The student is performing unacceptable work for his or her level (as above in the preceding section but more serious). The student must retake the semester and cannot pass to the next semester. 
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