Composition III
Fall 2008

INSTRUCTOR
薛玉政 Yu-cheng Sieh

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is to introduce a variety of rhetorical modes, including narration, definition, illustration, cause-effect, comparison-contrast, division and classification, and argument and persuasion.  Students are encouraged to respond to the assigned reading by writing about their personal experience.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students are expected to be able to write longer term papers in different rhetorical modes after completion of the course.   

REQUIREMENTS

1. Class attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused absences will result in damage to a student’s final grade.  
2. All writing assignments must be typed, double-spaced, on A4-sized papers.  
3. Both a hard copy and an electronic copy of the writing assignments, including writing practice in class, must be submitted to the instructor.  Late submission will result in a lower grade.  
TEXTBOOK
McDonald, S. & Salomone, W. (2008). The Writer’s Response (4th ed.). Boston, MA: Thomson Wadsworth.  
GRADING 
	Writing assignments and quizzes
	40%

	Attendance and performance 
	20%

	Mid-term exam
	20%

	Final exam
	20%


TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE
	Week 1
	09/08
	C.1 Writing with a central idea

	Week 2
	09/15
	C.1 Writing with a central idea

	Week 3
	09/22
	C.1 & C.10 Sentence fragments

	Week 4
	09/29
	C.2 Reading for the central idea

	Week 5
	10/06
	C.2 Reading for the central idea

	Week 6
	10/13
	C.2 & C.11 Fused sentences ad comma splices

	Week 7
	10/20
	C.3 Supporting the central idea

	Week 8
	10/27
	C.3 Supporting the central idea

	Week 9
	11/03
	C.3 & C.12 Consistency in verb tense and verb voice

	Week 10
	11/10
	Mid-term exam

	Week 11
	11/17
	C.4 Unity and coherence 

	Week 12
	11/24
	C.4 Unity and coherence

	Week 13
	12/01
	C.4 & C.16 Misplaced and dangling modifiers 

	Week 14
	12/08
	C.5 Summarizing and responding to reading 

	Week 15
	12/15
	C.5 Summarizing and responding to reading 

	Week 16
	12/22
	C.5 & C.22 Clear and concise sentences

	Week 17
	12/29
	Review 

	Week 18
	01/05
	Final exam


