Western Mythology and Related Movies 

Instructor: 陳建志 Albert Chen

Course description:
     This course is to explore the relationship between western mythological stories/ ideas and the movies based on them. Greco-Roman mythology and Christianity mythology are the two essential mythological systems and we will mostly focus on these systems in our study and discussion, though sometimes it is inevitable to also discuss eastern mythological thinking to compare and to contrast. Students are required to do group presentation on the platform and point out the mythological allusions used in related movies and literary works. 

Tentative Syllabus: 1st semester

	Week
	Content
	Focus

	1st week


	General Introduction
	How Greek mythology and Christian mythology influenced western literature, movies, thinking, etc. 

	2nd week
	Hero with a Thousand Faces


	Joseph Campbell’s work on “heroes” in mythology; related movies

	3rd week


	Hero with a Thousand Faces
	Joseph Campbell’s work on “heroes” in mythology; related movies

	4th week
	History of Beauty
	Eco’s work on beauty: “Aphrodite” & “Adonis” from ancient times to modern days

	5th week


	History of Beauty

	Eco’s work on beauty: “Aphrodite” & “Adonis” from ancient times to modern days


	6th week 
	History of Beauty

 
	Eco’s work on beauty: “Aphrodite” & “Adonis” from ancient times to modern days 

	7th week
	Monsters
	Beauty of Grotesque/ Legends/ Adventures



	8th week
	Monsters
	Beauty of Grotesque/ Legends/ Adventure

	9th week
	Mid-term Examination

	10th week
	Movie


	Discussion 

	11th week
	MatrixI—III
	How ancient mythology and modern mythology mix/ cyber myths/ sci-fi and mythology 

	12th week
	MatrixI—III
	How ancient mythology and modern mythology mix/ cyber myths/ sci-fi and mythology 

	13th week
	MatrixI—III 
	How ancient mythology and modern mythology mix/ cyber myths/ sci-fi and mythology

	14th wee
	Harry Potter Series; Nania; Eragon, etc   
	Western mythology, Children Literature, writing of the fantastic/ The image of “dragon” and “Long” (Chinese dragon)/ the theme of knight & dragon

	15th week
	Harry Potter Series; Nania; etc
	Western mythology, Children Literature, writing of the fantastic

The image of “dragon” and “Long” (Chinese dragon)/ / the theme of knight & dragon

	16th week
	“Dragon” movies (Eragon)
	Western mythology, Fables, writing of the fantastic/ The image of “dragon” and “Long” (Chinese dragon)/ the theme of knight & dragon

	17th week
	“Dragon” movies

(Eragon)
	Western mythology, Fables, writing of the fantastic/ The image of “dragon” and “Long” (Chinese dragon)/ / the theme of knight & dragon

	18th week
	Final Examination


Teaching Methods：Lecturing, group presentation, in-class Q & A, movies
Requirements：Reading, group presentation
Evaluation：Mid-term exam 30%, final exam 30%, group presentations & individual responses 20%, attendance 10％ (Those who are absent for three times or more will fail the course.)   

Assigned Textbooks：Mythology. Edith Hamilton; Good News Bible
Reference Books： Hero with a Thousand Faces. Joseph Campbell

                 History of Beauty. Eco

                 The Power of Myth. Joseph Campbell

       Man and His Symbols. C. G. Jung

                 Jung for Beginners. Maggie Hyde
· 分組報告必須於課外時間與老師預先討論過內容，得老師同意方得報告。報告內容至少一半為英語報告。

· 本課程並非「電影欣賞」，不會放映整部電影，而是由同學攫取電影片段，做較深入之研究與探討。

· 期中、期末考皆為英文試題。請非英文系學生、無西洋神話學習背景者選課前三思。

· 本科大體平均而言，每學期有至少1/5的同學未過關。請選課者有心理準備。
· 大四生、延畢生而想按時畢業者，若想選此課，最好多選其他課以求得學分保障，才不致重演因此課未過而無法按時畢業之撼。
