Course: Introductory Syntax    (Tuesday 10:10-12:00 @ T311)
Instructor: Yu-Ching Tseng (曾郁景)
Course Description: This course is an introduction to the principles of syntactic analysis. Students will be introduced the basics of syntax by looking at examples from English and other languages. In this course, the structure of languages other than English will be examined, so that students will get a chance to compare and contrast the syntactic pattern of a variety of different languages. Besides, students will also practice on analyzing linguistic data to master the skill of syntactic parsing, diagramming and other techniques. 

Textbook: Understanding Syntax (second edition). By Maggie Tallerman. Hodder Arnold 
                     Class Handouts
Grading Criteria: The final grade will be based on three homework assignments (each 15%, totaling 45%), mid-term (20%), and final exam (25%). The remaining 10% will be given for class attendance and participation. Please turn in your assignments on time, any late submission will be penalized by one-point deduction. There are no make-up exams. 

· Information about the timing, format, content and other regulations about the Exams will be announced later in class. 

· Plagiarism and cheating are strictly prohibited, and will result in a failing grade for the course.
· Cell phones are disruptive to class and are forbidden. Please turn these devices off before the class begins. 

Schedule: 

	Date
	Content
	Chapter
	Note

	9/9
	Orientation
	
	

	9/16
	What is syntax 
	Ch.1
	

	9/23
	Word Classes and Major Phrases
	Ch.2
	

	9/30
	Cont.
	
	

	10/7
	Cont.
	
	H#1 Distribute

	10/14
	Cont.
	
	H#1 Due

	10/21
	Head Words
	Ch.4.1
	

	10/28
	Language Typology
	Ch.4.2~4.3
	

	11/4
	Review
	
	

	11/11
	Mid-term
	
	

	11/18
	Constituency and Tree Diagram 
	Ch.5
	

	11/25
	Cont.
	
	

	12/2
	Cont.   
	
	H#2 Distribute

	12/9
	NO CLASS!!                
	
	

	12/16
	Cont.
	
	H#2 Due

	12/23
	Syntactic Ambiguity    
	
	H#3 Distribute

	12/30
	Review 
	
	H#3 Due

	1/6
	Final Exam
	
	


