Sophomore Composition
英文作文(二)
Fall 2008 

Tue. 16:10-1800

Instructor: Pei-Yun Chen

Office Hours: (Thur.) 14:00-1600

            FL 733  #3203

e-mail: jill@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course description:

Academic writing is different from creative writing, which is the kind of writing you do when you write stories. It is also different from personal writing, which is the kind of writing you do when you write letters or e-mails to your friends and family. Creative writing and personal writing are informal; however, academic writing is formal, and you should write complete sentences and organize them in a certain way. This course will require students to pay special attention to the skills of academic writing and introduce formal ways of composition. The main goal of this course is to improve students’ English writing and thus correct grammatical usage and appropriate writing style will be emphasized. 

Requirements:

Students are required to attend all class sessions and to follow the instruction in class. Every absence affects final grade. More than four absences will automatically result in FAILURE of this course. Any absence expected to be considered excused one should notify the instructor beforehand with proper proving documents. In-class drills are crucial for final grading. Each student is required to write at least six complete essays and to revise them after receiving instructor’s responses. A mid-term exam and a final exam will be scheduled. Pop-quizzes will be held at any time necessary. 
Grading Assessment:

Attendance and Participation (including pop-quizzes): 20%

Essays (including revision): 20%

Mid-term: 30%

Final: 30%

Textbook: 

1. Ann Hogue and Alice Oshima. Introduction to Academic Writing: Third Edition. Pearson Education, 2007.
2. Hand-outs (grammar review)

Tentative Schedule:
Week 1: introduction
Week 2: Ch.1 Organization: paragraph format
           Capitalization rules

Week 3: Ch.1 Sentence structure: simple sentences, subject-verb agreement
           Grammar Review: subject-verb agreement (1) (2)

Week 4: Ch.1 The writing process: overview
           Grammar Review: subject-verb agreement (3), relative pronouns

Week 5: Ch.2 Organization: time order
           Grammar Review: defining and non-defining relative clauses, 
           preposition sin relative clauses

Week 6: Ch.2 Sentence structure: compound sentences with and, but, so, or
           Grammar Review: time clauses, adverbial clauses of time

Week 7: Ch.2 Punctuation, the writing process
           Grammar Review: connectors, prepositions and conjunctions
Week 8: Ch.3 Organization: three parts of a paragraph-the topic sentence, supporting 
           sentences, concluding sentence
           Introduction to different kinds of paragraphs
             
Week 9: Ch.3 Punctuation: apostrophes
           Analyzing the essays
           Grammar Review: possessive and compound nouns
Week 10: Mid-term Exam
Week 11: Ch.3 Types of development for paragraphs
            Explanation, description, argument, preference, compare and contrast, 
            cause and effect
            Grammar Review: Giving reasons, purposes and results
Week 12: Ch.4 Descriptive Paragraphs: spatial order
             Grammar Review: contrasts, contrast clauses
 
Week 13: Ch.4 Sentences structure and clustering
            
Week 14: Ch.4 The writing process
            in-class writing assignment
Week 15: Ch.5 Organization: logical division of ideas, coherence

Week 16: Ch.5 Sentence structure: run-ons and comma splices
            Grammar Review: focus structures: fronting and inversion

Week 17: Ch.5 Consistent pronouns, Transition signals
            Grammar Review: conditionals
             
Week 18: Final Exam
