Intro to Western/World Literature

Fall, 2008
Instructor: Alex Tu
This part of the course examines various Western literary traditions and genres in pre-modern era (from ancient world to Renaissance).  We will consider the specifically literary aspects related to or raised by these works (i.e., literary language, rules, devices, and narrative structures). We will also pay close attention to the how and if these texts interact with the real world, how and whether they reflect “real” dilemmas and concerns, and how they help establish the religious, intellectual, cultural foundations of the Western civilizations.

Tentative Class Schedule
Week 1

Genesis 1-3[The Creation—The Fall]; From Job

Week 2

Homer, Odyssey [Book I, II, III, V]
Week 3 
 
Homer, Odyssey [Book IX, X, XI]
Week 4

Homer, Odyssey [Book XVI, XXII, XXIII]

Week 5 

Aristotle, From Poetics; Ovid, Metamorphosis (selection)

Week 6
     
Dante, Inferno [Canto I, IV, V,VI]
Week 7 

Dante, Inferno [Canto IX, XV,XXVI, XXXIV]
Week 8 

TBA

MIDTERM EXAMS 

Week 10               Cervantes, Don Quixote, From Part I [pp.1964-2007]

Week 11

Cervantes, Don Quixote, From Part II [pp. 2020-2047; 2068-2072]

Week 12

Shakespeare, Othello [1.1-3.4]

Week 13

Shakespeare, Othello [4.1-5.2]

Week 14           
Milton, Paradise Lost [From Book 1, 4, 8]

Week 15               Milton, Paradise Lost [From Book 9,10, 12]

FINAL EXAMS 

Required Text(Tentative):
Ed. Lawall and Mack, The Norton Anthology of World Masterpiece, 7th Edition, Vol. 1 (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1999.)
Grade Breakdown:
Attendance and Participation: 20%   Mid-term Exam: 30%    Final Exam: 50%
Absence:

You may only have two absences (excused or unexcused), after that, each absence will cost you 5 points off your final grade. 

Those who have five or more absences will not be eligible for the final exam.
