Approaches to Literature

Autumn 2008
Wednesdays 14.10-16.00; Thursdays 15.10-16.00 (3 credits)

Instructor: Hui-Chuan Wang

Course outline:

This two-semester course introduces students to three literary genres (fiction, poetry, and drama) and a critical vocabulary with which to analyze texts of different genres. The focus in the autumn semester will be on fiction.

Textbook: 

Alison Booth et al. The Norton Introduction to Literature. Shorter 9th edition. 2006.

Schedule:

Week 1   10, 11 Sep        Edgar Allen Poe, The Cask of Amontillado (123-28)

Week 2   17, 18 Sep        Edith Wharton, Roman Fever (110-19)

Week 3   24, 25 Sep        Roman Fever (contd.)

Week 4   1, 2 Oct          James Joyce, Araby (432-36)

Week 5   8, 9 Oct          William Faulkner, A Rose for Emily (467-74)

Week 6   15, 16 Oct        Eudora Welty, Why I Love at the P. O. (145-53)

Week 7   22, 23 Oct        Why I Love at the P. O. (contd.)

Week 8   29, 30 Oct        Group presentations

Week 9   5, 6 Nov          Angela Carter, A Souvenir of Japan (266-72)

Week 10  12 Nov           Mid-term Exam
Week 11  19, 20 Nov        Anton Chekhov, The Lady with the Dog (218-29)

Week 12  26, 27 Nov        The Lady with the Dog (contd.)

Week 13  3, 4 Dec        Nathaniel Hawthorne, Young Goodman Brown (232-41)

Week 14  10, 11 Dec         Young Goodman Brown (contd.)

Week 15  17, 18 Dec         A. S. Byatt, The Thing in the Forest (35-48)

Week 16  24, 25 Dec         Group presentations

Week 17  31 Dec            Review

Week 18  7 Jan             Final Exam
Assessment:

15 % attendance and participation; 15% group presentation; 35% mid-term;

35% final

