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Introduction to Literature

This course is to introduce some basic but wonderful readings of western literature. Students are encouraged to read a wide range of selective reading materials, through which to learn different perspectives of literature study and writings. The second semester will focus upon the readings of poetry and drama, in particular those in modern period. The second half of this one-year course aims to give a general introduction to other genres of literature study, hoping to lead students to appreciate the pleasure of readying poetry and dramas.
Week 1 ((Feb 19/20): Introduction to Poetry 

       Robert Browning, “My Last Duchess”.          

Week 2 (Feb 26/27): Tone (p.619); Blake, “London”; Rich, “Aunt Jennifer’s Tiger”; Hayden, “Those Winter Sundays”; Ortiz, “My Father’s Song”; Mora, “Elena”.
(1)Week 3 (March 5/6): Language (p. 682)

       Dickinson, “After a great pain, a formal feeling comes”; “I dwell in Possibility—”; Roethke, “My Papa’s Waltz”; Wilbur, “The Beautiful Changes”; 
(2)Week 4 (March 12/13): Metaphor and Simile (p. 703)

      Burns, “A Red, Red Rose”; Rich, “Two Songs”; Shakespeare, “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day”; Dickens, “Wild Nights—Wild Nights” 
(3)Week 5 (March 19/20): Symbol and Sound (p. 716/729)

      D. H. Lawrence, “I am Like a Rose”
      Rich, “Diving into the Wreck”
Poe, “The Raven”. 
(4) Week 6 (March 26/27): Sonnet and Haiku (p. 780/886)

      Shakespeare, “My mistress’s eyes are nothing like the sun”; Wordsworth, “London 1802”; Basho, “A village without bells—“, “This road—“; Buson, “Coolness—”, “Listening to the moon” 
Week 7 (April 2/3): spring holiday 

(5) Week 8 (April 9/10): John Keats and William Wordsworth (p. 894)

           Keats, “To Autumn” (p. 846)
           Wordsworth, “Tintern Abbey” (p. 1017)
Week 9 (April 16/17): Review of Poetry and Film

Week 10 (April 23-24): mid-term exam
(6) Weeks 11/12 (April 30/May 1/7/8): Introduction to Modern Theatre/ Trifles (Susan Glaspell) (p. 1046)

(7)Weeks 13/14 (May 14/15/21/22): Doll’s House (Henrik Ibsen ) (p. 1508)

(8)Weeks 15/16 (May 29/June 4/5): The Streetcar Named Desire (Tennessee Williams) (p. 1140)

Week 17 (June 11/12): Review of Drama 
Weeks17/18 (June 15-20): final exam

Textbook: The Norton Introduction to Literature. Eds., Alison Booth, J. Paul Hunter and Kelly Mays (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2006). (The ninth edition)
Extra Readings: There are a couple of listening texts chosen from the fifth floor of library. Another four stories will be listed to complete in this semester.

Assessment: Class discussion and participation are especially emphasised, which are equally important as the mid-term and final exams (class participation, presentation, and discussion 40%, mid-term and final exam 30% each). Each group will be expected to do one study presentation each semester. Students skip more than three classes during the semester, three points will be deducted each time from the final mark. 
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