Department of German

Reinhard Düßel
GERMAN COMPOSITION II (Autumn)

1. Objectives:

· You will learn various forms of describing things, ideas and procedures / unterschiedliche Formen der Beschreibung von Dingen, Ideen und Vorgängen.
· Describing is a vocabulary intensive form of composition. The course will help you to considerably increase your active vocabulary

2. Procedure

· Presentation of examples in class
· Assignments from week to week

· Detailed discussion of results

3. Content

Part I: Bildbeschreibung / Describing pictures
Part II: Definition 
· You will learn how to write brief texts responding to the question “What is a…?”
· Example: “Was ist ein Wörterbuch?”
· Mastering this form is the crucial element of any more developed form of composition
· It will be especially helpful for students planning to move on to graduate school

Midterm Exam

Part III: Reading notes

Text: Will be decided at the beginning of the course.
· Students are encouraged to read one or more pages every day, at least five days a week

· Use one page A4 for notes each time and hand in your notes every week

· An introduction on how to take notes will be given at the beginning of the course

· As the course progresses, we will try to refine the technique

Part IV: Describing how something works
· Example: “ Wie funktioniert eine Waschmaschine?”

Final Exam

4. Teaching material and sources

In addition to the mentioned reading materials of your choice, our main source will be the internet. An introduction to some of the main sites useful to us will be provided at the beginning of the course.
5. Requirements

· Active and regular participation in class plus writing assignments 50%
· Reading notes are considered and graded as an integral part of writing assignments

· Midterm exam and final exam 25% each
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