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Reinhard Düßel

German Cultural History 1

Objectives
· The course has a double focus. We want to help you getting started in talking about cultural issues by making use of the English language. We want to help you as well in developing some familiarity with German cultural history.

· The course German Cultural History 1 will be limited to materials from and around the early 20th century. The course German Cultural History 2 in the following semester will widen the historical perspective and try some sort of historical overview.

Procedure
· Presentations and above all discussions. 
· Do not worry about the state of your English but try speaking out right away from the first hour of the class. 
· For opening up your ears, listening to English language radio on the internet will be helpful. I suggest BBC Worldservice or any other program from the BBC. 
· Do so as often as you can, even if you are doing something else at the same time. You do not always have to pay attention, just letting them speak in the background will be more helpful then you might expect. Just try 

· “Yes, you can!”
Content

1. Expressionismus
2. Kafka

3. Der Blaue Reiter

4. Rilke

5. Die Brücke

6. Das Bauhaus

7. Nietzsche

MIDTERM EXAM

8. Psychoanalyse

9. Existenzphilosophie
10. Max Weber und die Frankfurter Schule

11. Dialektische Theologie

12. Massenpsychologie

13. Moderne Physik und Kosmologie

14. Thomas Mann

FINAL EXAM

Sources
· Anything relevant you can find on the internet
· Selected materials will be suggested for each class
· A list of materials for preparing exams will be provided on time
Requirements
· Regular and active participation in class plus oral presentation 50%

· Midterm exam and final exam 25% each
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