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Introduction


This course is designed for advanced knowledge of U.S. defense policy, its origins, actors, essence, and processes. The objective is to understand various factors, domestic and external, that have shaped the U.S. defense policies since the end of World War II. Although “defense” is the primary focus, other elements influencing Washington’s policy are also included. Students are expected to complete assigned readings and related sources before class meetings. All students are required to give presentations in-class and to actively participate in discussions.
Class sessions are devoted to three integral parts: lecture, student presentation, and special guest lectures by visiting U.S. security and defense officials. Introducing guest lectures to the class is an effort that explores students to policy process in real world. Guests to be invited to the class are U.S. Government officials and/or Congressional staffs visiting Taiwan, and defense attaches from the American Institute in Taiwan. However, due to their busy schedules, special presentation will only be announced one week before it takes place.  

Course Outline and Assigned Readings

Phase I: Putting into the Context

Week 01

02/21
Course Overview & Requirement

Evolution of National Security Environment






Hays: Part 1 Introduction






Bolt: Part 1 Introduction, Chapter 2
Week 02

02/28
Peace Day (no class, national holiday) 

Week 03

03/06
Defining American Defense Policy






Hays: Chapter 1






Bolt: Chapter 1
Week 04

03/13
Conference in Seoul, ROK (no class, make-up 02/21)
Phase II: Actors & Policy Processes

Week 05

03/20
The President & the Congress






Hays: Chapter 4






Bolt: Chapter 4

Week 06

03/27
Conference in Virginia, U.S. (no class, make-up 04/24)
Week 07

04/03
Spring Break (no class)
Week 08

04/10
Sec Def, CJCS and Intelligence Community






Hays: Chapter 5, 6






Bolt: N/A
Week 09

04/17
Media, and Other Domestic Policy Actors






Hays: Chapter 3, 7






Bolt: Chapter 5
Week 10

04/24
Defense Policy Process
Mid-term Examination Week (make-up session)
Hays: Chapter 8, 9, 10, 11

Bolt: Chapter 6

Phase III: Key Defense Policy Issues

Week 11

05/01
Defense Strategy, QDR & Military Strategy 
Hays: Chapter 12






Bolt: N/A
Week 12

05/08
Civil-Military Relations






Hays: Chapter 17






Bolt: Chapter 10
Week 13

05/15
Conventional Forces





Hays: Chapter 14






Bolt: Chapter 11
Week 14

05/22
Nuclear, WMD & Proliferation






Hays: Chapter 13, 16






Bolt: Chapter 12
Phase IV: RMA & Defense Transformation

Week 15

05/29
Defense Transformation 






Hays: Chapter 15, 19






Bolt: Chapter 7
Week 16

06/05
War on Terrorism & Homeland Security






Hays: N/A






Bolt: Chapter 13
Week 17

06/12
Looking into the Future






Hays: Chapter 20






Bolt: Chapter 3
Week 18

06/19
Final Examination Week (no class)
Happy Summer Recess!
Readings & References

Required Readings

· Paul J. Bolt, et al, eds., American Defense Policy, 8th ed., Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005. Paperback.

· Peter L. Hays, et al, eds., American Defense Policy, 7th ed., Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1999. Paperback.

· Gerald Astor, Presidents at War: From Truman to Bush, The Gathering of Military Power to Our Commanders in Chief, Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2006, Hardback. (Optional)

· Other required readings and class materials are distributed the week before the class in hard copy or through email network.  

Reference Readings

Students are encouraged to explore literatures from various sources in English and in Chinese, from bookstores and from internet.

· U.S. Department of Defense – www.defenselink.mil
· U.S. DoD Office of Transformation – www.oft.osd.mil
· The RMA Debate – www.comw.org/rma
· Federation of American Scientists – www.fas.org
· Plus over 60,000 websites under www.google.com
Requirements


Students are evaluated by their performance in class discussion and quality of assigned papers. There will be no in-class examination.

· Mid-term Paper (40%)
Students are required to write one paper on a selected topic. Subjects of such paper should be pre-approved by professor before getting into writing. The paper should be single-spaced, more than 10 pages and printed on clean white papers.

· Final Paper (40%)
Each student is expected to act like Taiwan’s Minister of Defense in the new administration, and write a 10-page (typed, single space) memo to the President on “The Role of U.S. in Future Taiwan Defense Transformation” Such memo should include: one paragraph summary, review and critique of U.S. defense transformation (pros and cons), and policy recommendations for Taiwan.

· Class Participation (20%)
Each student is expected to complete all assign reading before class meetings and actively participate in class discussions.

Accessing the Instructor

Office hours are by appointment only.

Professor Huang can be reached at:

· TKU campus: T903, telephone ext. 2705, or at his 

· Downtown office: 14F, 88, Section 2, Chuang Hsiao East Road, Taipei, telephone: 2396-8760 ext. 15, or though

· Email: ahuang@csis.org, sinostrategy@hotmail.com
