Science Fiction and Environmental Imagination 

Fall 2008

Dr. Robin Chen-hsing Tsai 

Course Objective: The content and design of this course serve two purposes: (1) to impart a familiarity with discourses on the posthuman and the postnatural; (2) to read novels by Neal Stephenson (Zodiac), Marge Piercy (He, She and It), and Octavia Butler (the Xenogenesis trilogy). 

Week 1:  Intro: Landscape and Environmental Imagination  

Week 2:  Buell, The Future of Environmental Criticism (Chapters 3 and 5 only); Bronislaw Szerszynski, Nature, Technology and the Sacred  [Bronislaw Szerszynski's book Nature, Technology and the Sacred (2005) challenges us to think of nature, technology, and the sacred in a genuinely novel way. The sacred is the context and the protagonist, not a passive, unchanging, vague phenomenon. Both nature and technology will be better interpreted in the context of the transformations of the sacred.] 
Week 3:  Dana Philips, The Truth of Ecology 
Week 4:  Neal Stephenson, Zodiac 
Week 5:  Neal Stephenson, Zodiac 
Week 6:  Neal Stephenson, Zodiac 
Week 7:  Elaine Graham, “Post/Human Conditions”; Dana Haraway, Kathrine N. Hayles, and Ruth B. Anolik, “Reviving the Golem, Revisiting Frankenstein: Cultural Negotiations in Ozick’s The Puttermesser Papers and Piercy’s He, She and It” (139-59) 
Week 8:  Marge Piercy, He, She and It (1991) 
Week 9:  Marge Piercy, He, She and It (1991) 
Week 10:  Marge Piercy, He, She and It (1991) 
Week 11:  Mid-term 

Week 12:  Crista Grewe-Volpp, “Octavia Butler and the Nature/Culture Divide: An Ecofeminist Approach to the Xenogenesis-Trilogy” (149-73) 

 Octavia Butler, Dawn (1987)

Week 13:  Octavia Butler, Dawn (1987)

Week 14:  Octavia Butler, Adulthood Rites (1988)

Week 15:  Octavia Butler, Adulthood Rites (1988)

Week 16:  Octavia Butler, Imago (1989) 

Week 17:  Octavia Butler, Imago (1989)
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Kim Stanley Robinson’s Mars Trilogy: History and Ecology 

1. Red Mars (1992) 

2. Green Mars (1993) 

3. Blue Mars (1996) 

4. The Years of Rice and Salt (2002) 
Fredric Jameson, “‘If I Find One Good City I Will Spare the Man’: Realism and Utopia in Kim Stanley Robinson’s Mars Trilogy” 

