Teaching EFL writing

Spring 2008
Instructor:  Yueh-Kuey Huang

Office: FL725, office hrs: Tues 10:00-12:00; Thur 2:00-4:00 
Tel: 2053   Email: ykhuang@mail.tku.edu.tw

Course description

This course deals with theories and pedagogical methods of L2 writing with a focus on the problems faced by student writers composing in English, and on how teachers and students can work together to facilitate the improvement of writing skills in the classroom. We will examine current research into writing and learning to write and develop a framework for the teaching of writing in the EFL context. Major topics and issues include: theory and contexts of EFL writing, writing as process, contrastive rhetoric, reading and writing connections, syllabus and lesson creation, teacher feedback and peer response, grammar/editing, assessment and computer technology. An action research project and a research paper are required.
Required Texts
Ferris, D. & Hedgcock, J. S. (2004). Teaching ESL composition: Purpose, process, and practice. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Reading packet (see separate list)

References

Books  (sources of reading packet):
Hyland, K. (2002). Teaching and researching writing. Pearson Education.
Leki, I. (2001). Academic Writing Programs. TESOL.
Grabe, W. & Kaplan, R. B. (1996). Theory & Practice of Writing. Addison Wesley Longman Limited.
Silva, T. & Matsuda, P. K. (2001). On second language writing. Lawrence Erlbaum.

Silva, T. & Matsuda, P. K. (2001). Landmark essays on ESL writing. Hermagoras Press.
Campbell, C. (1998). Teaching Second-Language Writing: Interacting with Text. Heinle & Heinle.

Leeds, Bruce. (1996). Writing in a Second Language: Insights from First and Second Language Teaching and Research. Longman.

Kroll, B. (2003). Exploring the dynamics of second language writing, CUP
Journals 

Assessing Writing
www.elsevier.com/wps/find/journaldescription.cws_home/620369/description#description
Journal of Second Language Writing
www.elsevier.com/wps/find/journaldescription.cws_home/620372/description#description
College Composition and Communication
www.ncte.org/pubs/journals/ccc
Written Communication
www.sagepub.co.uk/journal.aspx?pid=105811
Course Requirements:

1. Reading and participation in class discussions (30%)

2. Action research project (20%): This will include: 1) working with student writers to diagnose their writing problems and help them solve these problems; 2) submitting a written report of this experience.

3. Research paper (50%): Write a paper of approximately 10 pages (1.5 lines spacing, like this passage ) based on a topic of interest to you in connection with the content/material of this course, i.e. the teaching of composition to EFL students. You will discuss the topic with references to relevant literature (beyond those contained in course readings) and its implications to classroom teaching. You should also include solid conclusions which provide your evaluation and reactions to the topic. Possible areas you might want to address include teacher-based issues (e.g., the preparation of teachers in writing instruction), student-based issues (e.g., classroom and/or learning-centered considerations), or issues concerning evaluation and placement testing. You may, of course, select an area that fits under the general topic area even if not specifically listed. You will be responsible for a 20-minute presentation of your paper.

Tentative schedule:
Weekly topics (** = reading packet)
Wk 1 (2/21):
Introduction
Wk 2 (2/28):
Reflecting on your own experience studying/teaching writing


Overview of L2 writing tradition: 

Language-based writing: Grammar practice; sentence combining; controlled writing; guided writing
Pattern/product approach; process movement
Wk 3 (3/6):
Theoretical and Practical Issues in ESL writing (Ferris & Hedgcock)    1
Wk 4 (3/13):
ESL writing and L2 literacy development



   30
Wk 5 (3/20): 
Syllabus design and lesson planning




   72
** MacGowan-Gilhooly, A. Fluency First: Reversing traditional ESL in Leeds, B.(ed.) Writing in a Second Language: Insights from First and Second Language Teaching and Research. Longman, 1996.

Wk 6 (3/27):
Text selection materials development




  124

Wk 7 (4/10):
 Issues in feedback






  176
** Goldstein, L. (2001). For Kyla: What does the research say about responding to ESL writers. In T. Silva and P. K. Matsuda, On second language writing (pp. 73-90). Nahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates
Wk 8 (4/17): 
Principles of peer response  





 223
Wk 9 (4/24):
Error treatment 






 260

**Qi, D. & Lapkin S. Exploring the role of noticing in a three-stage second language writing task, Journal of Second Language Writing, Vol. 10 (2001) 277– 303
Wk 10 (5/01):
 Classroom approaches to ESL writing assessment


299


Portfolio assessment

**Song, B. & August, B. (2002). Using portfolios to assess the writing of ESL students: A powerful alternative? Journal of second language writing, 11, 49-72.

Wk 11 (5/08)  
Technology in the Writing Class: Uses and Abuses


344



Grammar analysis

**Hamp-Lyons, L. & Kroll, B. (1996). Issues in ESL writing assessment: An overview. in T. Silva & P. K. Matsuda (2001). Landmark essays on ESL writing (pp. 225-240). Mahwah, NJ: Hermagoras Press

Wk 12 (5/15):
** Hyland, K. Genre-based pedagogies: A social response to process in Journal of Second Language Writing Volume 12, Issue 1, February 2003, 17-29 


**Polio, C. (2003). Research on second language writing: An overview of what we investigate and how. In B. Kroll, Exploring the dynamics of second language writing (pp. 35-65). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Wk 13 (5/22):
J. Truscott vs. D. Ferris (grammar correction debate) 

**Ferris, D. The "Grammar Correction" Debate in L2 Writing: Where are we, and where do we go from here? (and what do we do in the meantime …?)  in Journal of Second Language Writing , May 2004. 
Wk 14 (5/29):
** Pennington, M. C. (2003). The impact of the computer in second language writing. 287-310
** Contrastive rhetoric in context: A dynamic model of L2 writing. Journal of second language writing, 6(1), 45-60.

Wk 15 (6/05):
** Cumming, A., B. Erdosy et al, Differences in written discourse in independent and and integrated prototype tasks for next generation TOEFL in Assessing writing, vol. 10, no. 1, 2005, pp. 5-43 
 (Clinical case study due)
Wk 16 (6/12):
Paper presentation
 (Research paper due)
Wk 17 (6/19):
final week
Online writing resources 

Purdue University Online Writing Lab
http://owl.english.purdue.edu
Sentence Sense
http://webster.commnet.edu/sensen
Advice on Academic Writing
www.utoronto.ca/writing/advise.html
Literacy Education Online
http://leo.stcloudstate.edu
UW-Madison Writing Center
www.wisc.edu/writing
Using English for Academic Purposes
www.uefap.co.uk
Focus on Writing: Northwest Education, Winter 2002
www.nwrel.org/nwedu/08-02
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