Syllabus

Subject: English for International Relations

Time: Wednesdays, Spring Semester, 2008

Place: T 506, Tamsui Campus

Instructor: Dr. Ying-hsueh Hu

Contact Details: F 731, Tamsui Campus, Tamkang University. sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw sue_hu@yahoo.com Mobile: 0930101095

Course Description: This course in fact emphasizes on academic writing in English for International Relations (IR) post-graduate students. Apart from learning the specific terminology accepted in the field of IR, we will look at the rhetoric deployed in the genre of political sciences writing and the register(s) researchers and scholars conventionally use. After that, the overall organization of academic texts (coherence) and logical linking of sentences (cohesiveness) will be analyzed and taught.

Course Objectives: Students will know the differences between spoken and written language. In written language, there are various genres and registers, and they should have the ability to recognize and use the appropriate ones to their particular disciplines. Above all, students will be trained and get ready for writing theses and papers in English of international standard. 

Timetable:

Week 1: Introduction

Week 2: Formal vs. Informal writing

Week 3: Overall organization of an academic essay/paper—from general to specific

Week 4: Cohesiveness—linking words and other devices

Week 5: Writing definition

Week 6: Definition (2)

Week 7: Problem-solution texts

Week 8: Problem-solution texts (2)

Week 9: Forming hypothesis

Week 10: Data commentary or evaluating evidence

Week 11: Data commentary or evaluating evidence (2)

Week 12: Writing summaries

Week 13: Writing summaries (2)

Week 14: Writing critiques

Week 15 Writing critiques (2)

Week 16: Constructing a research paper

Week 17: Constructing a research paper (2)

Week 18: Conclusion

Course Book: Swales, J. M. & Feak, C. B. (2003). Academic writing for graduate students: A course for nonnative speakers of English. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Assessment: Attendance and Participation 20%

          Homework: 40%

          Term paper: 20%

