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Introduction


As an emerging great power in the Asia-Pacific region, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is striving for a strong military that is parallel to its growing influence in international affairs. The course is design to provide students an overview of defense modernization in the PRC and contemporary development of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) with a specific focus on Chinese understandings, interpretations, and propositions regarding the revolution in military affairs (RMA).


PRC began its defense modernization program under Deng Xiaoping’s reform and opening up to the outside world since the late 1970s, and resulted in a bold “strategic transformation” in 1985 when the PLA was downsized and reorganized. However, it was not until the U.S.-led coalition swiftly won the Persian Gulf War in 1991, that the Chinese military leaders experienced their second shock of modern military operations, and strived for a revolution in military affairs within the Chinese context.


When Hu Jingtao succeeded Jiang Zemin as the Chairman of the Central Military Commission in 2004, China’s adoption of RMA theories and concepts in reforming the PLA has reached certain maturity, as thousands of books and articles have widely published by PLA officers and civilian experts. In the new century, the Chinese military will continue its modernization based on views of hi-tech and information warfare centered with RMA.
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Readings & References

· Required Readings

· 張黎(Zhang Li)總主編，世界新軍事變革叢書，北京：解放軍出版社，二○○四年。（共計十二冊）

· Other required readings and class materials are distributed the week before the class in hard copy or through email network.  

Reference Readings

Students are encouraged to explore literatures from various sources in English and in Chinese, from bookstores and from internet.

· Federation of American Scientists – www.fas.org
· U.S. Department of Defense – www.defenselink.mil
· U.S. DoD Office of Transformation – www.oft.osd.mil
· The RMA Debate – www.comw.org/rma
· 中國軍網 – www.chinamil.com.cn
· Plus over 60,000 websites under www.google.com
Requirements


Students are evaluated by their performance in class discussion and quality of assigned papers. There will be no in-class mid-term or final examination.

· Phase I

Students are required to write a literature review comparing three official documents on the PLA, its modernization and capabilities. The documents are: 

1. National Defense Report of the ROC, issued in August 2006

2. Defense White Paper of the PRC, issued in December 2006

3. Military Power of the PRC, issued by Pentagon in May 2006

The review should be no more than 5 pages and is due by March 19, 2008.
· Mid-term Exam
Students are required to write one paper on PLA’s application of RMA concept in its defense modernization. Subjects of such paper should be pre-approved by professor before getting into writing. The paper should be doubled-spaced, less than 5 pages and printed on clean white papers. Due on April 30, 2008.
· Final Exam
Each student is expected to act as Taiwan’s Minister of Defense, and write a three-page (typed, single space) memo to the President on “What We Learned from China’s RMA Efforts?” Such memo should include: one paragraph summary, review and critique of China’s RMA drive (pros and cons), and policy recommendations for Taiwan. Due on June 18, 2008.

Accessing the Instructor

Office hours are by appointment. Professor Huang can be reached at

· TKU campus: T801, telephone ext. 2705, or at his 

· Downtown office: 14F, 88, Section 2, Chung Hsiao East Road, Taipei, telephone: 2396-8760 ext. 15.

· Email: ahuang@csis.org, sinostrategy@hotmail.com
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