Readings in the literature of Southeast Asian Studies

Spring, 2008
3:10 – 5:00 Thursdays

This course aims to help students read with thorough understanding literature in English in Southeast Asian studies. The basic assumption is that globalization makes it imperative for students in this field to acquire at least a reading knowledge of English, if they are to be effective at all in their study. Since our focus is on reading, and translation is the best way to test comprehension, our approach will be rather traditional: weekly practice in translation into Chinese of a wide variety of texts related to Southeast Asian studies. 
 Beside the weekly practice, students are required to complete a translation project, due at the end of the semester.

Schedule

Wk 1 (2/21): Introduction

Wk 2 (2/28): Holiday
Wk 3 (3/6):  Beeson: “Southeast Asia and the Major Powers”
Wk 4 (3/13):  Beeson, “National Differences and Regional Dynamics in Southeast 




Asia”
Wk 5 (3/20):  Elson, “Reinventing a Region: Southeast Asia and the Colonial 

Experience” 
Wk 6 (3/27):  Berger, “Decolonizing Southeast Asia”
Wk 7 (4/03):  Felker, “Southeast Asian Development in Regional and Historical 




Perspective”
Wk 8 (4/10):  Democracy in Southeast Asia”
Wk 9 (4/17):  Chua Beng Huat, “Asian Values”
Wk 10(4/24):  Hadiz, “The Politics of Labor Movement in Southeast Asia”
Wk 11(5/01):  Fealy, “Islam in Southeast Asia”
Wk 12(5/08):  Bellamy, “The Pursuit of Security in Southeast Asia”
Wk 13(5/15):  Elliott, “Environmental Challenges…in Southeast Asia”
Wk 14(5/22):  Stubbs, “ASEAN: Building Regional Cooperation”
Wk 15(5/29):  Ayu Utami, Saman: A Novel
Wk 16(6/05):  Ayu Utami, Saman: A Novel
Wk 17(6/12):  Translation project due
