淡江大學97學年度第2學期課程教學計畫表
壹、科目名稱：美國早期民主與社會 (Early American Democracy & Society)
貳、授課老師: 詹滿容
參、開課系所班級：美研碩士班 (T0358)
肆、必選修：選修
伍、學分數：3學分 (每週一9-12時)

陸、先修科目：無
柒、教學內容及進度：
The study of history should enlighten us with the current issues of concern and the prospect of constructing a better future.  The purpose of this class is: (1) to understand the origin intent of the founding fathers when drafting the U.S. Constitution; (2) to assess key issues of concern when good governance is considered; (3) to examine the legal history surrounding the formation of corporations and the parameters of their powers; and (4) to analyze America’s past, present and future with the American women’s history. 
This course will look into the changing political, economic, and sociological circumstances of American history, and review how they affected the way that democracy developed in America over time.  How a nation is born will have significant influence in how it chooses to govern itself.   From the study of early American democracy and society, we could assess the current debates on democracy.  It is critical for us to understand the backbone of the current issues of the U.S. and the World.  
The U.S. Constitution of 1787, as the oldest and shortest constitution in the world, has 4,400 words. Certain key themes represent basic commitments of the founding fathers, who had little actual experience in democracy, weave the Constitution together.  Important lessons are to be explored from the drafting and ratification of the Constitution, and thereby provide many countries in the modern world which are struggling to write a document, such as Iraq today, or to improve constitutional process, such as Taiwan today. 
This class will also look into the early American society via corporations and women.  We will discuss how the early republic limit corporate power by enabling state governments to issue restrictive charters, and the Supreme Court’s decision in an 1886 case involving the Santa Clara Railroad, and thereby corporations were assumed to be the legal equivalent of people entitled to equal protection under the law.  We will also examine the changes n American women's lives and the transformations in American society from the 1580s through the 2000s.  We could have substantive grips of the American society of rich and poor, young and old, urban and rural, slave and slave-owner, athlete and aviatrix, president's wife and presidential candidate--and, of course, men and women, and comprehend what America is as a nation.

Should the original intent of the founders guide constitutional interpretation, or is the Constitution a living document that was meant to confront contemporary issues based on modern legal doctrine?  There remains much room in Constitution for interpretation between the lines that the founding fathers deliberately kept sparse. 
捌、授課方式：
1. Class discussion on reading assignments will be led by students on rotation basis;

2. Small-group presentation on current cases on current U.S. democracy and debates on interpreting the Constitution; and 

3. Individual report on literature review.    

The class is to be divided into few small groups.  Studying and brain-storming interaction within a group is strongly encouraged whereas individual diligence, attendance and contribution are expected.   

玖、教學設備：
· Power-point facility is required for students’ presentations.  
· Teaching Platform on the website facilitates information exchange, and students are expected to make good use of it. 
拾、教材課本：
· Akhil Reed Amar, America's Constitution: A Biography (Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2006). 
· Ted Nace, Gangs of America: The Rise of Corporate Power and the Disabling of Democracy (Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc., 2005).
· Gail Collins, America’s Women: 400 Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and Heroines (Perennial, 2003). 
· 拾壹、參考書籍：
· John M. Murrin, Paul E. Johnson, James M. McPherson, Alice Fahs, & Gary Gerstle, Liberty, Equality, and Power: A History of the American People (Wadsworth Publishing: 5th Ed., 2007). 

· 拾貳、成績考核方式：
	 ○
	平時成績： 30 ％

	
	期中考成績：      ％

	
	期末考成績：      ％

	 ○
	讀書報告： 30％

	 ○
	其他（小組個案研究）：40％
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