Syllabus
Course Title: English for Specific Purposes

Instructor: Ai-ling Wang

Time to Offer: Spring 2008

Background Information and Statement of Purpose:

     English for Specific Purposes (ESP), as the term suggests, is designed to meet specific needs of the learners and may be related in content to specific disciplines or occupations.  The development of ESP in Taiwan is reflected in the increasingly growing number of technical colleges and the ESP programs, e.g. Department of Applied English, and courses they offer.  More noticeable examples of such courses include English for Business Communication, English for Hotel and Restaurant, English for Tourism, English for Information Technology, and English for TOEFL, TOEIC, GEPT, etc.  Knowledge of English terminology of a particular field, to say the least, is essential for successful instruction in ESP-related courses.  However, TESOL majors at graduate level are often not equipped with the exact terminology required in a specific field, not to mention basic knowledge of this particular sector.  This course is aimed to provide TESOL majors with adequate materials and basic knowledge of specific sectors and to prepare them for their upcoming teaching career.

     The term English for Specific Purposes may imply a wide range of fields of study.  However, the instructor is NOT supposed to be incredibly knowledgeable about everything (actually, nobody is supposed to be).  Personally, I worked in the international trade sector, dealing in electronic products, for approximately 8 years before I worked on my Ph.D. in the U.S.  The experiences I had with the company can be very helpful for me in providing students with appropriate materials in the business sector.  Therefore, the course will start with English for business purposes, such as job hunting and business communications.  Then, the course will move on to cover English for different purposes, based on students’ needs and interests.  The instructor, as a facilitator and a consultant in this case, will guide students step by step through the way to exploring language usage and basic knowledge of a field both the teacher and the student have yet to learn.

Course Objectives:

     The goal of this course is to provide sufficient understanding of ESP and technical mastery of exploring this field so that students can confidently apply and build on this training in different academic disciplines.  Upon completion of this course, successful students will be able to:

· fully understand the nature of ESP and to determine the differences between English for specific and for general purposes.

· provide adequate materials and to demonstrate basic knowledge of a particular field in their instruction to students with English for Specific Purposes needs.

· search on the Internet and other resources to locate the materials helpful for students in a particular field.

Suggested Class Schedule:

Week 1

Class orientation




A brief introduction to ESP

Week 2 

Key issues in ESP curriculum development

Week 3 

Exploring research studies in English for Specific Purposes

Week 4 

English for job hunting: Application letter, resume, and job interview

Week 5 

Student presentation

Week 6 

English for business communication

Week 7 

English for business communication (Student presentation)

Week 8

English for hotel and restaurant

Week 9 

English for hotel and restaurant (Student presentation)

Week 10 
English for tourism

Week 11 

English for tourism (Student presentation)

Week 12 
English for information technology

Week 13 
English for information technology (Student presentation)

Week 14 
English for kids

Week 15 
English for kids (Student presentation)

Week 16 
Topics on test preparation

Week 17

Term paper due

Week 18

Final exam week

*Class schedule is flexible and subject to school calendar, class enrollment, and, most importantly, students’ needs, interests, and learning pace.

Suggested Readings    

Books

Responses to ESP, Washington DC: US State Department. 2000

New Ways in English for Specific Purposes, TESOL, 1998

English for Specific Purposes: A Learning-centered Approach, Cambridge UP, 1987

ESP Today: A Practitioner’s guide, Prentice Hall 1991

Journals

English for Specific Purposes World: Online Journal for Teachers.  ISSN 1682-3257

English for Specific Purposes: An International Research Journal  ISSN 0889-4906

*More readings will be added to the list.

