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Visual Theories and Re/presentation of Alterity 
視覺理論與異己想像
(Tuesday / 7,8,9 / T 503 )
Prof. Chen Chi-szu
Email: kiss7445@mail.tku.edu.tw / Homepage: http://mail.tku.edu.tw/kiss7445
Office: FL632 / Tel: ext. 2966
Course Description: 

In this seminar we will explicate the re/presentation of alterity in literature and painting from the interpretative strategies of visual theories. The major concerns in this course are the perception, conception, and reception of the ethical relation (among people of different race or gender, between people and the other beings, between people and the Nature) in selected literary and visual texts. We will orient the discussion on otherness to current issues of diaspora, hybridity, borderland, and crossroads with exemplar works of Native American and other ethnic cultures. The selected readings will address to the discontent of some stereotypes of ethnic others, such as noble savage, vanishing Indian, ghostly Indian, and diverse strategies to tackle the racist, sexist, colonial, and anthropocentric discourses.
Through cross-references and dialogue between theories and literary and artistic practices, we will examine the visibility, visuality, and textuality of the Other in some contemporary literary and visual texts. The thematic focuses of alterity include the issue of (1) Recognition: confronting differences (2) Witnessing: subversion and transformation of identify, and (3) Trans-difference: roots, routes, and the future of literature of alterity.
The class will be facilitated with multi-media aids, including, DVD, powerpoint demonstration, and website resources. In section one (Overview of the problematic), we will appreciate the visual re/presentation of “the other” and then locate the aesthetic and ethical problem in such figuring of the other. Section two (Theories) will be focused on critical reading of related key texts of visual theories and ethics. In section three (Cross-Reading), we will put the theories into practice in reading the target literary texts. Every student will be guided to do interdisciplinary research on a certain case study related to the re/presentation of Alterity in both fiction and painting. 
Course Requirements:

1. Class Discussion 20%

2. 6 Short Response Entries 30% (5% x 6): each within one page

3. Oral Report 10%

4. Final Paper 40%: 10 pages, MLA format, double space.

Tentative Syllabus
	Week
	Topics
	Painting and Fiction
	Theories

	1
	A Brief Overview of the Re/presentation of the Other in Western Traditions 
Problem: Invisibility of the other

	2
	Figuring the Totality and Infinity in the Other:
	Escher 
	Mason, Hegel, Merleau-Ponty

	3
	Seeing and Telling the Other: 
The Look and the Gaze
	Bosch, Magritte
	Sartre, Lacan

	4
	Confronting and Appropriating the Other:

Recognition, Witness, Re-Vision 
	Bosch, Goya, Magritte,
	Hegel, Levinas, Oliver

	5
	Persecution of and Monstrosity in the Other:
Violence, Sacrifice, and Judgment
	Bosch, Goya
	Bataille, Girard,

	6
	Vanishing Others and Beyond Recognition
	*Harjo (1997)
	Todorov, Deloria, Bergland, Oliver

	7
	Imprisonment and Surveillance of the Other
	Piranesi, Khalo
*Rabbit-proof Fence
	Todorov, Foucault, Kristeva

	8
	(Continued)
	*The Whale Rider
	Mason

	9
	The Ethnic Others
	*Harjo (1994)
	Allen

	10
	(Continued)
	*Alexie
	Silko 

	11
	(Continued)
	*Alexie
	

	12
	The Other in Borderland
	 
	Anzaldúa

	13
	(Continued)
	*Tamez
	

	14
	Hybrid Others
	*Chrystos
	Vizenor 

	15
	(Continued)
	*Rose
	Michaelsen

	16
	Animal
	* Coetzee

*Hogan, Power 
	

	17
	(Continued)
	*Hogan, Power
	

	18
	Oral Report


The scheduled reading will select texts from the following sources:

Required theoretical texts:

Jay, Martin. Downcast Eyes: The Denigration of Vision in Twentieth-Century French Thought.

Berkeley: U of California P, 1993.

Keller, Catherine. From a Broken Web: Separation, Sexism, and Self. Boston: Beacon P, 1986.

Mason, Peter. Deconstructing America: Representation of the Other. New York and London: 


Routledge, 1990.

Oliver, Kelly. Witnessing: Beyond Recognition. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2001.

Todorov, Tzvetan. The Conquest of America: The Question of the Other. Tr. Richard Howard.
New York: HarperPerennial, 1992.

Required Literary texts on Literature of the Other
I. The Ethnic Others
· Alexie, Sherman. Reservation Blues. New York: Grove P, 1995. (cf. film: Smoke Signal)
· Harjo, Joy. The Woman Who Fell From the Sky. NY: Norton, 1994. (poetry and music)
· Harjo, Joy, and Gloria Bird, eds. Reinventing the Enemy’s Language: Contemporary Native Woman’s Writings of North America. NY: Norton, 1997.
· Ihimaera, Witi. The Whale Rider. New York: Harcourt, Inc. 1987. (novel and film)
· Pilkington, Doris. Rabbit-proof Fence. New York: Miramax Books. (novel and film)

II. Hybrid Others: Diaspora and Mix-blood 
· Chrystos. No Vanishing. Vancouver: Press Gang P, 1988.
· Rose, Wendy. The Halfbreed Chronicles and Other Poems. Albuquerque, NM: West End P, 1985.

· Tamez, Margo. Raven Eye. Tucson: The U of Arizona P, 2007.
III. Animal 
· Coetzee, J. M. The Lives of Animal. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton UP, 1999.

· Hogan, Linda. Power. New York: Norton, 1998. 

Major References of Arts: 
Escher, Mauritus Cornelis. Escher on Escher: Exploring the Infinite. New York: Abrams, 

1986.

---. Escher: The Complete Graphic Work. Ed. J. L. Locher. New York: Thames and Hudson, 
1992.

Gablik, Suzi. Magritte. New York: Thames and Hudson, 1985.

Gibson, Walter. Hieronymus Bosch. New York: Thames and Hudson, 1973.
Goya, Francois. Los Caprichos. New York: Dover, 1969.

Hammacher, A.M. Magritte. London: Thames and Hudson, 1986. 
Harris, Lynda. The Secret Heresy of Hieronymus Bosch, Edinburgh: Floris Books, 1995.

Kettenmann, Andrea. Frida Kahlo: Pain and Passion. Köln: Taschen, 1993.

Linfert, Carl. Hieronymus Bosch. New York: Abrams, 1989.

Meuris, Jacques. René Magritte. Trans. Michael Scuffil. Köln: Benedikt Taschen, 1992. 
Nadeau, Maurice. The History of Surrealism. Trans. Richard Howard. New York: Penguin, 
1965.

Paquet, Marcel. René Magritte 1898-1967: Thought Rendered Visible. Köln: Taschen, 1994.

Sylvester, David. Magritte. London: Thames and Hudson, 1992. .

Waldberg, Patrick. Surrealism. New York: Thames and Hudson, 1965. (1997 reprint).
Major References of Theories:

Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands / La Frontera. San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 1987, 2007. 


3rd. Edition.
Allen, Paul Gunn. The Sacred Hoop: Recovering the Feminine in American Indian Tradition.

Boston: Beacon P, 1986, 1992.
Bataille, Georges. Visions of Excess: Selected Writings, 1927~1939. Minneapolis: U of 

     Minnesota P, 1985.

Bauber, Martin. I and Thou. Trans. Walter Kaufmann. New York: Simon & Schuster,1970..

Baudriallard, Jean. Selected Writings. Ed. Mark Poster. Stanford: Stanford UP, 1988.

Brennan, Teresa, and Martin Jay, eds. Vision in Context: Historical and Contemporary Perspective

on Sight. New York: Routledge, 1996.

Burgin, Victor. In/Difference Spaces: Place and Memory in Visual Culture. Berkeley, LA, and 


London: U of California P, 1996.

Deloria, Philip J. Playing Indian. New Haven & London: Yale YP, 1998.
Foucault, Michel. This is Not a Pipe.. Trans. and ed. James Harkness. Berkeley and LA: U of 
California, 1983.

---. The Order of Things. New York: Vintage, 1994.

Heywood, Ian, and Barry Sandywell. Interpreting Visual Culture: Explorations in the Hermeneutics

of the Visual. New York: Routledge, 1999.

Girard, René. The Girard Reader. New York: The Crossroad P, 1996.

Hegel, G.W.F. The Phenomenology of Mind. Trans. J. B. Baillie. New York: The Humanities 
P, 1967.
Jay, Martin. Downcast Eyes: The Denigration of Vision in Twentieth-Century French Thought.
Berkeley: U of California P, 1993.
Keller, Catherine. From a Broken Web: Separation, Sexism, and Self. Boston: Beacon P, 1986.

---. Face of the Deep: A Theology of Becoming. London and New York: Routledge, 2003.

Levinas, Emmanuel. "The Trace of the Other." Deconstruction in Context: Literature and

     Philosophy. Ed. Mark C. Taylor. Chicago and London: The U of Chicago P, 1986. 

     345--359.
---. Totality and Infinity: An Essay on Exteriority. Trans. Alphonso Lingis. Pittsburgh,

     Pennsylvania: Duquesne UP, 1969. 

Mason, Peter. Deconstructing America: Representation of the Other. New York and London: 


Routledge, 1990.

Michaelsen, Scott, and David E. Johnson, eds. Border Theory: The Limits of Cultural Politics. Minneapolis, London: U of Minneapolis P, 1997.

Mirzoeff, Nicholas. An Introduction to Visual Culture. New York: Routledge, 1999.
Mirzoeff, Nicholas, ed. The Visual Culture Reader. Second Edition. New York: Routledge, 2002.
Oliver, Kelly. Witnessing: Beyond Recognition. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2001.

---. The Colonization of Psychic Space: A Psychoanalytic Social Theory of Oppression. 


Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2004.

Sartre, Jean-Paul. Being and Nothingness: A Phenomenological Essay on Ontology. 

     Trans. Nazel E. Barnes, New York: Washington Square P, 1956. 
Shepard, Paul. The Others: How Animals Made Us Human. Covelo, California: Shearwater Books, 


1997.

Silko, Leslie Marmon. Yellow Woman and a Beauty of the Spirit: Essays on Native American Life 
Today. NY: Touchstone, Simon & Schuster, 1996.
Singer, Peter. Animal Liberation. Second Edition. New York: New York Review, 1975, 1990.

Taylor, Lucien, ed. Visualizing Theory: Selected Essays from V.A.R. 1990-1994. New York and 


London: Routledge, 1994.

Todorov, Tzvetan. The Conquest of America: The Question of the Other. Tr. Richard Howard. New 


York: HarperPerennial, 1992.

Wesley, Marilyn C. Secret Journeys: The Trope of Women’s Travel in American Literature.

New York: State U of New York P, 1995.
Vizenor, Gerald. Fugitive Poses: Native American Indian Scenes of Absence and Presence. 


Lincoln and London: U of Nebraska P, 1998.

---. Manifest Manners: Narrative on Postindian Survival. Lincoln and London:

U of Nebraska P, 1999.

