Syllabus for the Research Methodology in Culture, Language and Cognition

Instructor: Dr. Yinghsueh Hu

Time: 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Thursdays, Spring Semester, 2008

Place: T , Tamsui Campus

E-mail: sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw; sue_hu@yahoo.com; Mobile: 0930101095

Course Description: We will explore the intricate interwoven relationship among culture, language and human cognition. Research and studies that have been done investigating this subject matter will be discussed and examined. Students will be shown that language is inseparable from human cognitive system and culture. .

Course Objectives: Students will learn to look at research exploring these issues critically and thus capable of developing their own methodology to investigation this subject matter. 

Course Materials: 

Palmer, Gary, B. (1996). Toward a theory of cultural linguistics. Austin, Texas: University of Texas Press.

Charteris-Black, Jonathan (2004). Corpus approaches to critical metaphor analysis. Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave MacMillan.

Kövecses, Zoltan (2005). Metaphor in Culture. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Deignan, Alice (2005). Metaphor and corpus linguistics. Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

Schedule: 

Week One: Introduction

Week Two: Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis—relationship of language and thought

Week Three: Experiments and studies supporting or challenging Whorfian Hypothesis

Week Four: More experiments and what they indicate about human language, perception and conceptualization.

Week Five: Culture and cognition

Week Six: Culture and language 

Week Seven: Cultural Models

Week Eight: Studies on Cultural Models

Week Nine: Metaphors

Week Ten: Metaphors 

Week Eleven: image schemas

Week Twelve: image schemas

Week Thirteen: Other linguistic evidence

Week Fourteen: Other linguistic evidence

Assessment: 

Class participation: 20%

Presentation: 20%

Term paper: 60%

