Introduction to Literature

Spring 2008

Tuesdays 18.10-20.00; Wednesdays 18.10-19.00 (3 credits)

Instructor: Hui-Chuan Wang

Course outline:

This two-semester course introduces students to three literary genres (fiction, poetry, and drama) and a critical vocabulary with which to analyze texts of different genres. The focus in the spring semester will be on poetry and drama.

Textbook: 

Judith A. Stanford, Responding to Literature: Stories, Poems, Plays, and Essays, 5th edition, New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.

Schedule:

W1: 20 Feb              Diction

W2: 26, 27 Feb           Imagery

W3: 4, 5 Mar             Figurative Language

W4: 11, 12 Mar           Figurative Language

W5: 18, 19 Mar           Sound and Rhythm

W6: 25, 26 Mar           Tone

W7: 1 Apr               Pattern

W8: 8, 9 Apr             Pattern

W9: 15, 16 Apr           Susan Glaspell, A Jury of Her Peers (558-75)

W10: 22 Apr             Mid-term Exam 

W11: 29, 30 Apr          Susan Glaspell, Trifles (666-77)

W12: 6, 7 May           Trifles (contd.)

W13: 13, 14 May         William Shakespeare, Hamlet (244-358)

W14: 20, 21 May         Hamlet (contd.)

W15: 27, 28 May         Margaret Edson, Wit (1085-1126)

W16: 3, 4 Jun            Wit (contd.)

W17: 10, 11 Jun          Wit (contd.)

W18: 17 Jun             Final Exam 

Assessment:

10% attendance and participation; 10% vacation assignment; 20% quizzes; 30% mid-term; 30% final

