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1. Course Description:

“Do we have duties to the future?” Edward Cornish asked in his book Futuring: the Exploration of the Future. Before answering this question, think about two related questions: “Do you know the past?” and “Do you know the present?”

This course will utilizes background theory of Futures Studies, at the same time will introduce some Modern and postmodern theories to enhance students’ independent and critical thinking skills, especially through reflections on social events and future developments. 

2. Goal 

My primary goal is to supply student with future perspectives on tourist issues, wish to have a positive effect on their understanding of what happened in their past, what is happening now, and what might happen in their future. Part of the impact involves stimulating students to consider future situations from perspectives different from those they normally adopt. The final goal is to encourage them to develop future-oriented thinking mode and keener observation toward the surrounding society, particularly on the thematic issues introduced in this class;

3. Teaching Methods:

· Lecture on major areas of the knowledge base of futures studies, modern theories, and postmodern theories;
· General discussions on thematic areas;
· DVD, CD-ROMs . . .;
· Oral Presentation.

4. Weekly Plan 

	Week 1
	25th April
	Introduction: outline of this course

	
	26th April
	Chapter 1. Explorers of the Future

	Week 2
	1st May
	Chapter 2. The Great Transformation 

	
	2nd May
	Chapter 3. Six Supertrends Shaping the Future

	Week 3
	8th May
	Chapter 4. Understanding Changes

	
	9th May
	Chapter 5. Systems, Chance, and Chaos 

	Week 4
	15th May
	Midterm Exam  

	
	16th May
	Chapter 7. Knowing the World Around US

	Week 5
	22nd May
	Chapter 8. Using Scenarios

	
	23rd May
	Chapter 9. The Wild Cards in Our Future

	Week 6
	29th May
	Chapter 6. Futuring Methods

	
	30th May
	Chapter 10. Investing the Future

	Week 7
	5th June
	Chapter 11. The Past as a Guide to the Future

	
	6th June
	Futuring Methods Practice

	Week 8
	12th June
	Oral Presentation

	
	13th June
	Chapter 12 & 15. Conclusion

	Week 9
	19th June
	Review

	
	20 June
	Final Exam


5. Course Materials

a. Course Reader (extracts from a collection of readings)

b. Reference 

· Barthes, Roland Mythologies Selected and translated from the French by Annette Lavers London : J. Cape, 1972 

· Cornish, E. (2004). Futuring: The Exploration of the Future Bethesda, M.D.: World Future Society.
· 《神話學》羅蘭‧巴特著；許薔薔‧許綺玲譯；桂冠出版社
6. Grading

a. Midterm Exam – 30%

b. Final Exam – 30%
c. Attendance – 20% 
d. Participation – 20% 
