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E-mail: chuchilin1979@gmail.com
Course Content and Purpose:

This course seeks to make the undergraduates of Dept. of Global Politics & Economics acquire the fundamental knowledge regarding politics and economics of two countries, the U.S. and Canada, in North America. As an introductory course to political and economic development of North America, this course design should be included at lease two criteria. First, this course must be general enough to provide a good overview of American politics & economy, and Canadian politics & economy. Second, it also needs to make the undergraduates have more interests to explore the relevancy between North America and the world politics and economy. 
Text:
朱永濤主編，Morton Schagrin, Ann Rogers, John Hill, Helen Young, 胡伏根，何敏智，滕紀萌，龔雁編寫。 The Society and Culture of Major English-Speaking Countries: An Intoduction 【英語國家社會與文化讀本：美國、加拿大】(台北：書林, 2003).
Reference Text:
U.S. Department of State, Outline of U.S. Government (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of State, 1989).
Ivo D. Duchacek, “Perforated Sovereignties: Toward a Typology of New Actors in 

International Relations.” In Federalism and International Relations: The Role of 

Subnational Units, eds. Hans J. Michelmann and Panayotis Soldatos, 1-33. (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1990).
Panayotis Soldatos, “An Explanatory Framework for the Study of Federated States as 

Foreign-policy Actors.” In Federalism and International Relations: The Role of 
Subnational Units, eds. Hans J. Michelmann and Panayotis Soldatos, 34-53. (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1990).

John Kincaid, “Constituent Diplomacy in Federal Polities and the Nation-state: Conflict 

and Co-operation.” In Federalism and International Relations: The Role of 
Subnational Units, eds. Hans J. Michelmann and Panayotis Soldatos, 54-75. (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1990).

Elliot J. Feldman and Lily Gardner Feldman, “Canada.” In Federalism and International 

Relations: The Role of Subnational Units, eds. Hans J. Michelmann and Panayotis 

Soldatos, 176-210. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990).

Earl H. Fry, “The United States of America,” In Federalism and International Relations: 

The Role of Subnational Units, eds. Hans J. Michelmann and Panayotis Soldatos, 276-

298. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990).

Discussion Sequence & Suggested Reading:
Week One
      Wed. (8, 9) – Feb. 20 – 1st Day of Class
· Course content, grades, and requirements 

· Selection of class leader(s) and eight team/group leaders, arrange the schedule for each group’s oral presentation
      Thu. (6, 7) – Feb. 21 
· Introduction to American Beginnings, American Revolution
· Highlight terminology, distribute assigned reading for next week
Week Two (The Political System in the United States) 
      Wed. (8, 9) – Feb. 27 
· Articles of Confederation, Constitution, separation of power & checks and balances
· Bill of Rights, political parties
      Thu. (6, 7) – Feb. 28 – a national holiday
Prepare for the assigned reading.
Week Three (American Economy) 
      Wed. (8, 9) – Mar. 5 
· Industrial Revolution, Free Enterprise
· The Roots of Affluence, American Agriculture
      Thu. (6, 7) – Mar. 6 
· Quiz (The Political System in the United States)
· Highlight terminology, distribute assigned reading for next week
Week Four (American Social Movements of 1960s)
      Wed. (8, 9) – Mar. 12
· Background & Definition, The Civil Rights Movement 
· The Youth Movement/Anti-War Movement
      Thu. (6, 7) – Mar. 13
· Oral Presentation – Group 1
· Oral Presentation – Group 2, Highlight terminology, distribute assigned reading for next week
Week Five (Social Problems in the United States)
      Wed. (8, 9) – Mar. 19
· Racial Problems, Poverty, Drug Abuse
· Crime, The Abuse of Power by Government and Corporations
      Thu. (6, 7) – Mar. 20
· Oral Presentation – Group 3
· Oral Presentation – Group 4
Week Six (The Government & Politics of Canada) 
      Wed. (8, 9) – Mar. 26
· Historical Background
· Structure of Government, The Federal Political Scene
      Thu. (6, 7) – Mar. 27
· Oral Presentation – Group 5
· Oral Presentation – Group 6, Highlight terminology, distribute assigned reading for next week
Week Seven (Spring Break) 
      Wed. (8, 9) – Apr. 2
Prepare for the assigned reading.
      Thu. (6, 7) – Apr. 3
Prepare for the assigned reading.
Week Eight (The Canadian Economy) 
      Wed. (8, 9) – Apr. 9
· The Canada-US Free Trade Agreement, Natural Resources
· Agriculture, Manufacturing Industries, Service Industries
      Thu. (6, 7) – Apr. 10
· Oral Presentation – Group 7
· Oral Presentation – Group 8
Week Nine (Canada’s International Relations) 
      Wed. (8, 9) – Apr. 16
· Canadian-American Relations
· Overseas Development Programs
      Thu. (6, 7) – Apr. 17
· Quiz  (The Government & Politics of Canada)
· Due day of each group’s term paper!
Grades and Course Requirements:
· Grading Scale:
(1) 95-100－A+ 
(2) 85-95  － A
(3) 80-85   － B 
(4) 70-79   －B-
(5) 60- 69   －C
	Items
	Grade

	Discussion & Oral Presentation
	20%

	Quizzes(announced)
	30%

	Term Paper
	30%

	Attendance & Participation
	20%


· Oral Presentation & Term Paper:

Each group is responsible for one of the following topics during this quarter:

1. What was the unique American phenomenon? Do you think it still exists in modern American society?
2. What is the Bill of Rights? Do you think that it was necessary to write the Bill of Rights explicitly into the U.S. Constitution?

3. Give the examples of industries which are declining, and industries which are fast developing in the United States. What are your comments on the fall and rise of those industries?

4. What are the legacies of the social movements of the 1960s? What are their effects, positive and negative, upon contemporary U.S. society?
5. What does poverty mean in the United States? Why is poverty a social problem in America?

6. What are some of the things that make Canada a unique and interesting country? What are your points of view and impression about this country?

7. Do you think the Canadian government should subsidize the inefficient Canadian farmers or import foodstuff from neighboring American states? Why?

8. What sort of role does Canada play in international affairs? What is the primary influence on Canada’s participation in the international system? 
Each group has to appoint at least an oral presenter to deliver the oral presentation. However, more than one oral presenter will be acceptable. Oral presenters will get higher grades than those who do not present in public. By the end of this quarter, each group must hand in a copy of 8 to 10 pages written work as the term paper. The topic must correspond to the topic of group’s oral presentation. The format of term paper is as the following style: A4-paper, double space, word size 12, 8 to 10 pages, written in English. Every member of group must take part in organizing this term paper. By the way, this term paper will be rejected if the contents are copied & pasted from the Internet or any other materials. Plagiarism is strictly forbidden!
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