Syllabus

Subject: Introduction to Psycholinguistics

Time: Tuesdays/Wednesdays, Spring Semester, 2008

Place: Lanyang Campus

Instructor: Dr. Ying-hsueh Hu

Contact Details: F 731, Tamsui Campus, Tamkang University. sue_hu@mail.tku.edu.tw sue_hu@yahoo.com Mobile: 0930101095

Course Description: This course focuses firstly on child language acquisition (in L1). We will examine research exploring the way children construct grammar, during which evidence of the acquisition order of children in phonology, syntax, morphology, meaning, and pragmatics will be discussed. After that, we will move on to investigate L2 acquisition mechanism, comparing differences and similarities with L1 experiences. Finally, we will link learning theories with teaching methodologies in both L1 and L2. Before wrapping up the term, we will also look at the model(s) of brain in natural language processing. Students are expected to conduct fieldwork, i.e., observing and recording young children language acquisition in natural environment, so that theories learned in the classroom can have a tangible property to the students. 

Course Objective: It is to raise the awareness of some of the tenants mentioned in “Innateness Hypothesis” and the concept of “Universal Grammar,” proposed by Chomskyan linguists. Students should understand that languages throughout the world are equipped with some universal properties, thanks to our shared human biology, which plays an important role in shaping our language systems. 

Timetable:

Week 1: Introduction

Week 2: theories of child language acquisition
Week 3: Innateness Hypothesis and Universal Grammar

Week 4: How children construct grammar: the various stages of phonology, syntax, meaning, morphology, and pragmatics

Week: 5 Field Work

Week 6: Field Work 

Week 7: Second language acquisition theories and practices

Week 8: Brain and language processing

Week 9: Review

Course Book: Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., and Hyams, N. (2007) (8th ed.). An Introduction to language. Boston: Thomson/Wadsworth.

Assessment: Fieldwork 30%

           Quizzes 30%

           Presentations 20%

           Attendance and Participation 20%

