Contemporary Cultural Reading--Spring 2007
[閱讀當代文化]

Thurs. 13:10—15:00 (T 310 )
陳宜武 (FL 723)
Office Hours: (to be announced)

OBJECTIVES: This course can be properly characterized by its dual and interactive purposes – to enhance the student’s reading skills, on the one hand, and to involve the student, on the other, in a critical thinking about cultural/social issues and questions that relate to aspects of their life that they might easily gloss over mindlessly. 

Through a selection of inspiring essays taken from magazines of different natures and cultural stances, the student readers are invited to enjoy the art, the beauty, and the power of these writings, in which some important aspects of their life may be connected dialectically with the critical views presented herein. 

The issues and topics for the first semester’s schedule will include: “Love & Marriage,” “The Ethics of Human Cloning,” “Gender Perceptions,” and “Racial Stereotyping.” The second semester’s reading will be more popular culture oriented to engage the student in an analytical thinking of the so-called “desire industry.” The tentatively scheduled course content may cover topics such as, “Fashion and Flesh,” “The Power of Advertising,” “Can TV Improve Us?” etc. 

TEXT: Goshgarian, Gary, ed. The Contemporary Reader. 8th ed. New York: Longman, 2005. 
REQUIREMENTS: 1). Attendance and participation in all class meetings and discussion sessions (30%).

2). Mid-term and final exams (70%)
[請注意囉！依淡江大學學則第三十八條規定，學生經核准請假而缺席者為缺課，未經請假或請假未准而缺席者為曠課。曠課一小時，以缺課二小時論。學生於某一科目之缺課總時數達該科全學期授課總時數 (32-34 小時) 三分之一 (即 11-12 小時；或缺席三次)，教師得予以扣考，該科目學期成績以零分計算。] 

COURSE SCHEDULE: 
Week 1: Introduction
Weeks 2-5: Fashion and Flesh: The Images We project
Weeks 6-9: Advertising: Wanting It, Selling It
Week 10: Mid-term Exam!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Weeks 11-12: Television: For Better or for Worse
Week 13: Graduation Exam!!!!!!!
