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Second Semester, 2007 academic Year

Subject of the Course: Literature and the Environmetn

Lecturer: Yang Ming-tu (楊銘塗)

課大綱及預定進度表

Subject of the Course: Literature and the Environmetn

Lecturer: Yang Ming-tu (楊銘塗)

Objectives: (1) to raise students’ ecological consciousness and to effect a better environmental protection, (2) to induce students to read, think, sort out ideas, and connect personal views to the explicit and implicit values expressed in the literary works in terms of ecocriticsm, (3) to invite discussion on explosive issues in the classroom, provoking students to argue about the sexism, class, racism, the relation of capitalistic technology and globalization.

Textbooks and Films: 

1. The Nature Reader, edited by Daniel Halperrn and Dan Frank,the Co Press,1996

2. Lorraine Anderson, Scott Slovic and John P. O’Grady, ed. Literature and the Environment Longman 1999

3. Greg Garrad. Ecocriticism. Routledge, 2003

Weekly Topics  
1. Derek Walcott, “The Sea Is History,” in The Nature Reader
2. Italo Calvino, “Man, the Sky, and the Elephant,” in The Nature Reader
3. Rachel Carson, “The Fable of Tomorrow”
4. Leopold, “Thinking Like a Mountain,” and a film about Tai Shan along with some Tu-fu’s poems

5. Maxine Hong Kingston, “A City Person Encountering Nature”
6. A Discussion of the Blue Butterfly
7. Henry David Thoreau, “Economy” from Walden
8. Leslie Marmon Silko, “Story from Bear Contry
9. Mid-term
10. Gary Snyder, “From the Etiquette of Freedom” and Song of the Taste”
11. Paul Shepard, “From Fellow Creatures”
12. Film, Blood Diamond
13. Ecofeminism
14. Biocentrism and anthropocentrism: a Talk on Kawasaki’s animation
15. Ecotopia: from From  Franciscan Monastery, Daoist temper to Huxley’s Usland
16. Review
17. final exam

Grading: Of the total score, attendance accfounts for 20%, quiz for 10%, Mid-term for 30%, and Final for 40%
