Oral Presentation (II)
Spring 2008
Instructor:  Yueh-kuey Huang
Office: FL725, phone: 2053, email: ykhuang@mail.tku.edu.tw
Office hours: Mon. 10:00-12:00, Thur. 2:00-4:00, and by appointment
Course contents:  As a continuation of Sophomore Conversation, this course will focus on advanced oral presentation skills in the form of speeches, reports, role play, discussions and debates. Students will be introduced to the conventions of group discussions and formal oral presentations through extensive practice in individual, pairs, and small-group tasks. Classroom tasks will focus in four main areas:

1.
Oral interactions in various from including impromptu speaking, public speech, research presentations; 
2.
Idiomatic English associated with such communication;

3.
Accurate pronunciation, stress and intonation patterns in English;

4.
Critical listening skills for academic/professional purposes

The course will consider such factors as effective message structure, voice, gestures and facial expressions, common idiomatic expressions associated with particular contexts, useful visual aids, and interpretation of rapid speech. Participants will learn how to evaluate their own performances, as well as those of their peers.  Whenever possible, recording equipment will be used to provide feedback.
Some class time will be given to work on common problems in English pronunciation, stress and intonation. Students will be asked to engage in learning project to address individual pronunciation and listening comprehension problems.

Requirements:  Each week several students will be assigned to present individually (about 10 minutes including discussion) on a topic of your choice. This can be something from newspapers, magazines, books, TV, internet, or experience sharing/anecdotal telling. Depending on the topics chosen, you may need to prepare handouts for your fellow students and conduct a discussion after your presentation. Each week you'll also take turns to present as a group (about 15 minutes).

Attendance:  Regular attendance is expected. Two points will be awarded each week for attendance.  Zero points will be given for unexcused missed classes. 
Grading based on:

--Attendance (15 weeks x 2 points) 30%  


--Participation and performance (individual/group presentations) 40%

--midterm exam15%

--final exam 15%


Recommended  sources:
Ten Tips for Successful Public Speaking.  2001. http://www.toastmasters.org/tips.htm
Podcast: http://www.eslpod.com
Terry’s World of Audio books. http://www.idsonline.com/terraflo/ra/audio/web.html
Public Broadcasting System (PBS)  http://www.pbs.org   (NPR) http://www.npr.org
English Learner Movie Guides http://www.eslnotes.com/
