Fiction 

Instructor: 陳建志 Albert Chen

Course description:

In this course we will study fiction as one of the most essential genres of literature. We will basically focus on classic short stories though some classic novels will also be discussed. We will not only learn to appreciate the major elements of fiction such as plot, point of view, character, setting, style, theme, but will also come to a deeper understanding of various ways of approach and kinds of criticism through reading and discussion. 

Tentative Syllabus (2nd semester)

	Week
	Content
	Focus

	1st week


	Review of the stories we have read
	The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World; A Pair of Tickets. Discussion of students’ answers for the final exam.

	2nd week
	Happy Endings
	Roland Barthes/ Deconstructionist Criticism/ Postmodern Criticism/ The Death of the Author

	3rd week


	Girl
	Gender study; Feminism

	4th week
	The Tell-tale Heart
	Edgar Allen Poe: On Imagination

	5th week


	The Tell-tale Heart
	Poe’s Quest for Supernal Beauty

	6th week 
	The Lover  
	“Ocean Woman”/ Gender Study/ Cultural Study

	7th week
	The Lover
	Duras/ Novel and Movie Based upon It/ Post-colonial Study



	8th week
	The Lover
	Duras/ Novel and Movie Based upon It/ Post-colonial Study

	9th week
	Mid-term Examination

	10th week
	A Family Supper
	

	11th week
	Circular Ruins
	Italo Calvino/ Magical Realism/ Borges/ Calvino
  

	1th week
	Pieces from The Invisible Cities
	Italo Calvino/ Magical Realism/ Borges/ Calvino 

	13thweek
	The Yellow Wallpaper 
	Charlotte Perkins Gilman/ Gender Criticism/ Psychological Criticism/ Feminism


	14th wee
	The Yellow Wallpaper 
	Gender and Pathology in “The Yellow Wallpaper” 

	15th week
	Movie 
	Fictions & Movies Based on Them

	16th week
	A Rose for Emily
	William Faulkner/ point of view, theme symbol, etc

	17th week
	A Rose for Emily
	William Faulkner/ point of view, theme symbol, etc

	18th week
	Final Examination


Teaching Methods：Lecturing, group presentation, in-class Q & A, movies
Requirements：Reading, group presentation; in-class responses

Evaluation and grade: They are based on mid-term exam, final exam, group 
                  presentation & individual responses, attendance—those who 

                  are absent for three times or more will fail the course.   

Assigned Textbooks：An Introduction to Fiction (9th Edition) by X. J. Kennedy & 

                  Dana Gioia
Reference Book： The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction by R. V. Cassill & Richard 

                Bausch 

