Western Mythology and Related Movies 

Instructor: 陳建志 Albert Chen

Course description:
     This course is to explore the relationship between western mythological stories/ ideas and the movies based on them. Greco-Roman mythology and Christianity mythology are the two essential mythological systems and we will mostly focus on these systems in our study and discussion, though sometimes it is inevitable to also discuss eastern mythological thinking to compare and to contrast. Students are required to do group presentation on the platform and point out the mythological allusions used in related movies and literary works.

The syllabus will change according to what the students decide to report for their group presentation. The teacher’s lectures will also respond to the students’ presentation.

Tentative Syllabus: 2nd semester

	Week
	Content
	Focus

	1st week


	General Introduction
	How Greek mythology and Christian mythology influenced western literature, movies, thinking, etc. 

	2nd week
	The Bible


	Joseph Campbell’s work on “heroes” in mythology; related movies. Old Testament

	3rd week


	The Bible
	Joseph Campbell’s work on “heroes” in mythology; related movies. Old Testament and New Testament

	4th week
	The Bible
	Old Testament and New Testament. Jesus Christ as a hero

	5th week


	History of Beauty
	Eco’s work on beauty: “Aphrodite” & “Adonis” from ancient times to modern days

	6th week 
	History of Beauty
	Eco’s work on beauty: “Aphrodite” & “Adonis” from ancient times to modern days 

	7th week
	Monsters
	Beauty of Grotesque/ Legends/ Adventures



	8th week
	Monsters
	Beauty of Grotesque/ Legends/ Adventure

	9th week
	Mid-term Examination

	10th week
	Movies and discussion


	Matrix I-III (suggested movies)

	11th week
	Movies and discussion
	Golden Compass

	12th week
	Movies and discussion
	Mighty Aphrodite 

	13th week
	Movies and discussion
	Oedipus

	14th wee
	Movies and discussion   
	Medea

	15th week
	Movies and discussion
	The Gospel according to Matthew

	16th week
	Movies and discussion
	Exodus

	17th week
	Movies and discussion
	Harry Potter Series

	18th week
	Final Examination


Teaching Methods：Lecturing, group presentation, in-class Q & A, movies
Requirements：Reading, group presentation
Evaluation：Mid-term exam 30%, final exam 30%, group presentations & individual responses 20%, attendance 10％ (Those who are absent for three times or more will fail the course.)   

Assigned Textbooks：Mythology. Edith Hamilton; Good News Bible
Reference Books： Hero with a Thousand Faces. Joseph Campbell

                 History of Beauty. Eco

                 The Power of Myth. Joseph Campbell

       Man and His Symbols. C. G. Jung

                 Jung for Beginners. Maggie Hyde
