English Literature I
Spring 2008 

Instructor: Robin Chen-hsing Tsai

Course Objective: A survey course on major poetic works and various literary movements. Each movement’s most representative authors will be studied in terms of Bloomian “anxiety of influence.”  

Hours: Wednesday and Thursday 

Requirements: 1. Class attendance is mandatory. 

             2. Regular class discussions and readings for the class.

Grading: Mid-term 40%, Final 60%

Wk 
Description

1

Introduction
2
The 17th Century; John Donne: The Flea; The Good Morrow; The Sun Rising; The Canonization; Break of Day; A Valediction: Forbidding Morning; A Hymn to God the Father
3

Ben Johnson, “On My First Son”; Volpone; 
4
Sir Francis Bacon, Of Truth; Of Marriage and Single Life; Of Superstition; Of Studies; The Metaphysical poets [John Donne, George Herbert, henry Vaughan, Richard Crashaw, Andrew Marvel]; the Cavalier poets [Robert Herrick, Thomas Carew, Sir John Suckling, Richard Lavelace, Edmund Waller]

5

Andrew Marvel  

6

John Milton 

7

John Milton 
8
John Dryden, Mac Flecknoe; A Song for St. Cecilia’s Day; Alexander’s Feast; An Essay on Criticism 

9

Midterm 
10

Defoe, Roxana 

11

Defoe, Roxana 

12

Jonathan Swift, A Modest Proposal; Gulliver’s Travels
13

 Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels
14

Alexander Pope, An Essay on Criticism; The Rape of the Lock

15

 Alexander Pope

16

Samuel Johnson 

17

Thomas Gray; Oliver Goldsmith 

18      Final 
