A Tentative Syllabus for Sophomore Composition

Second Semester, 2007 Academic Year

Instructor: Charlene Chiu (邱紫穎)

Room: T601
Required Textbook:
Smalley, Regina L. et al.  Refining Composition Skills: Rhetoric and Grammar.  
5th ed.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle, 2001
References:
Cobb, Charles Miguel.  Process and Pattern: Controlled Composition

     Practice For ESL Students.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle, 1985.

Daiker, Donald, et al.  The Writer’s Options: Combining to Composing.

     5th ed.  NY: Harper Collins College Publishers, 1994.

Donald, Robert B., et al.  Models for Clear Writing.  3rd ed.

     N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1994.

Hairston, Maxine and John J. Ruszkiewicz.  The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writer.   4th ed.  NY: Harper Collins, 1996.

Rackham, Jeff, Bertagnilli, Olivia.  From Sight to Insight: The Writing 

     Process.  4th ed.  Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace College Publishers. 1995.
Sullivan Kathleen E.  Paragraph Practice: Writing the Paragraph and the Short

Composition.  7th ed.  NY: Macmillan, 1994.

Wyrick, Jean.  Steps to Writing Well: With Additional Readings.  6th ed.  
Boston: Thomson Wadsworth, 2005.
Course Objective:  The second semester of Sophomore Composition aims to acquaint the students with more strategies of writing short compositions.  They will be encouraged to read the texts and do the exercises when provided.
Requirements:  
Students should turn in at least four well-developed typed assignments on time.  They need to construct an effective outline before writing their assignments.  Students will lose TEN points when they delay their papers.  However, they will get extra points when they turn in the journals.
  Regular attendance and active participation in class discussion are expected.  
  Plagiarism in any form will not be acceptable.  Students who plagiarize the works of others may receive a failing grade in the class.

Distribution of Final Grade:
     Assignments: 40%    Mid term exam: 30%     Final exam: 30%

Course Description:
	Week
	Date
	Description

	W1
	2/26 
	Classification: Exercise

	W2
	3/4 
	Grammar: Parallelism

	W3
	3/11
	Chap. 10: Process Analysis

	W4
	3/18
	Chap. 10

	W5
	3/25
	Coherence (Writer’s Options)

	W6
	4/01
	Exercise

	W7
	4/08
	Movie: The Groundhog Day

	W8
	4/15
	Discussion/ Movie Review

	W9
	4/22
	※ Midterm Exam

	W10
	4/29
	Chap. 11: Causal Analysis

	W11
	5/05
	Chap. 11; Pronoun 

	W12
	5/12
	※ A Trip to the Library

	W13
	5/19
	Chap. 12: Argument

	W14
	5/26
	Chap. 12

	W15
	6/03
	In-class Composition

	W16
	6/10 
	Review

	W17
	6/17
	※ Final Exam


Week  Date
Description
1 09/22
Orientation; Outline Form

2 09/29
Handout: MCW pp. 8-18; Ch. 1

3 10/06  Ch.11 Description

4 10/13
Ch. 11

5 10/20
Ch. 12 Narration

6 10/27
Ch. 12

7 11/03
In-Class Composition

8 11/10
 Handout: FSI pp. 66-77 (Cutting Unnecessary Words)

9 11/17
Midterm Exam
10 11/24 
Coherence

11 12/01
Ch. 13 Process

12 12/08
Ch. 13

13 12/15
Movie (Groundhog Day)

14 12/22
In-Class Composition

15 12/29
Ch. 14 Cause and Effect

01/05
Final Exam
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Course Objective:  The second semester of Sophomore Composition continues helping 

students master major writing strategies and writing skills.

Requirements:   Students should turn in at least five well-developed typed assignments 

     on time.  They need to construct an effective outline before finishing their 

     assignments.  Regular attendance and active participation in class are expected.  

     NO DELAYED PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Distribution of final grade:

     Assignments: 40%    Mid term exam: 30%     Final exam: 30%

Course Description:

Week  Date
Description
16 02/23
Ch. 14 Cause and Effect

17 03/02
Discussion on “The Relative Explosion”
18 03/09  Handout: “Cutting Unnecessary Words”
19 03/16
Ch. 16 Classification


20 03/23
Discussion on “Chance”
21 03/30
In-class composition

22 04/06
Ch. 17 Definition

23 04/13
 Discussion on “What Is Poverty. Listen”
24 04/20
Midterm Exam
25 04/27 
Ch. 18 Comparison and Constrast

26 05/04
Discussion on “A world Where Too Many Children Don’t Gr0w Up”
27 05/11
Handout: SFH pp. 177-83 (Transition)

28 05/18
Movie (Bridges of Madison County)

29 05/25
In-class composition 

30 06/01
Ch. 20; Argument

31 06/08
Discussion on “’Ree’l vs. Real Violence”
32 06/15
Final Exam
