English Composition (I)     Spring  2008
Instructor: Huang Shuchun

Office:  FL721

E-mail: huangsc@mail.tku.edu.tw
Course Objective  

The objective of this course is to improve students’ writing skills and strategies with particular emphasis on paragraph development.  Course work will consist of in-class and take-home writings.  It will also include exercises that focus on sentence patterns, punctuation, and specific grammar problems.
Textbook 
Martin L. Arnaudet and Mary Ellen Barrett, Paragraph Development: A Guide for Students of English, 2nd edition. New Jersey: Regents Prentice Hall, 1990.
Materials to Be Covered
before mid-term exam:
1. CAUSE AND EFFECT 
2..COMPARISION AND CONTRAST
(plus supplements on DESCRIBING & SENTENCE PATTERNS) 

   after mid-term exam:

3. DEFINITION
      4. FROM PARAGRAPH TO COMPOSITION
        (plus supplements on a REVIEW OF NARRATING, SENTENCE PATTERNS, PUNCTUATION, & MECHANICS)

Suggested References

       1. http://m-w.com
       2. Collins Cobuild English Dictionary   
       3. a Word Finder

       4. a Chinese-English Dictionary 

Evaluation Scheme
Mid-term Examination   20%

Final Examination   20%   

Writing Assignments (including journal entries)   40%

Attendance and Participation   20%
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Criteria for Grading Writing Assignments

Here are some criteria to keep in mind when writing and revising your paragraphs/essays.

· Did you say anything?  (Is there content and is it comprehensible?)

· Do you have a clear topic sentence/thesis statement and controlling idea?

· Have you narrowed your topic enough to be covered well in your writing?

· Are your ideas expressed coherently?

· Are there smooth transitions between sentences/paragraphs?

· Do you have a range of vocabulary?

· Did you pay attention to such things as

I. sentence variety in both length and structure?

II. grammatical errors?

III. spelling and  punctuation?

Ask yourself these questions before you hand in your writing.

