Freshman Composition 

Instructor: Shufen Chang

Course Objectives: 

The objective of this course is to improve students’ writing skills and strategies with particular emphasis on paragraph development. Course work will consist of writings and revisions. It will also include exercises that focus on sentence patterns, punctuation, and specific grammar problems.
To consolidate what students have learned in the first semester and continue to drill on such concepts as topic sentence, paragraph unity, coherence, etc. Since most students in this class are still weak in grammar, continual efforts will be paid to reviewing it and boosting up the idea of the importance of writing grammatically correct sentences.

The class will be conducted through lecture, class discussion, peer review, and in-class exercises.  

Textbooks:

College

Any good dictionary of your choice.
Dictionaries and Thesaurus

Cambridge International Dictionary of English.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1995.

Collins Cobuild English Dictionary for Advanced Learners.  New (4th) ed. Glasgow: HarperCollins, 2003.

A Dictionary of English Collocations.  Revised and enlarged ed.  Taipei: Central, 1997.

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English.  New (4th) ed.  Essex: Pearson Education, 2003.

Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners.  Oxford: Macmillan Education, 2002.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary.  11th ed.  Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, 2003.

Roget’s International Thesaurus.  6th ed.  N.Y.: HarperCollins, 2003.

Webster’s New World College Dictionary.  4th ed.  N.Y.: Macmillan, 1999.

	Week
	Activities

	1
	Reading report due; grammar review: chap. 8--Pronouns

	2
	Paragraph Development: Chap. 5—Cause and Effect

	3
	Reading report rewrite due; Cause and Effect continued

	4
	2nd composition due; grammar review: chap. 9—Modals I

	5
	PD: Chap. 6—Comparison and Contrast

	6
	2nd composition rewrite due; grammar review: chap. 10 Modals II 

	7
	3rd composition due; Comparison and Contrast continued

	8
	Spring break

	9
	Grammar review: chap. 11—The passive

	10
	Mid-term exam 

	11
	PD: chap. 7--Definition

	12
	4th composition due; grammar review: chap. 12—Noun clauses

	13
	PD: chap. 7--Definition continued

	14
	4th composition rewrite due; grammar review: chap. 13—adjective clauses

	15
	5th composition due; PD: From Paragraph to Composition

	16
	Dragonboat Festival 

	17
	Final week 

	18
	Final week 


Evaluation Scheme
Mid-term Examination   20%

Final Examination   20%   

Writing Assignments (including journal entries)   40%
Journal Writing: 10%.  

* You can write freely about everything in English. (Maybe two or three paragraphs per week. Your journal will be collected every two or three weeks.) 

Attendance and Participation   20%

All your assignments (except in-class writing) should be type-written, double spaced on A4 paper.

No late assignment will be accepted.

I reserve the right to make any adjustments if necessary.

