Backgrounds of Western Literature, 2nd Semester
Tentative Syllabus

	Week
	Content
	Focus

	1st week


	General Introduction
	

	2nd week
	Greek tragedy
	Oedipus, Antigone, etc

	3rd week


	Greek tragedy
	Oedipus, Antigone, etc. Poetics and other works

	4th week
	Old Testament
	Comparison between Greek mythology and the Bible; gods and God; Symbols of God

	5th week


	Old Testament: Genesis
	Garden of Eden, Tower of Babel


	6th week 
	Genesis
	Other stories

	7th week
	Exodus
	The story of Moses

	8th week
	Exodus, the Book of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiates,
	The Jewish People and “Diaspora”, movie-watching

	9th week
	Mid-term Examination

	10th week
	New Testament
	The story of Jesus Christ

	11th week
	The New Testament
	The Gospel according to Matthew; Comparison between the Old Testament and the New Testament

	12th week
	The New Testament
	The Gospel according to Matthew

	13th week
	The New Testament
	The Gospel according to John; Mysticism in the Gospel; comparison of the four gospels

	14th week
	The New Testament
	The four Gospels; Watching movies related to the ideas of revelation and Apocalyptic ideas. Discussion.

	15th week
	The New Testament
	Acts; the apostles’ story

	16th week
	The New Testament
	Acts; Paul’s story

	17th week
	The New Testament
	Acts; Paul’s Epistles; Revelations: Paul, Apocalyptic ideas, Armageddon  

	18th week
	Final Examination


Teaching Methods：Lecturing, group presentation, in-class Q & A, movies
Requirements：Reading, group presentation
Evaluation：Mid-term exam 30%, final exam 30%, group presentation & individual responses 20%, attendance 10％ (Those who are absent for three times or more will fail the course.)   

Assigned Textbooks：Mythology. Edith Hamilton; Good News Bible
Reference Books： Hero with a Thousand Faces. Joseph Campbell

                 The Power of Myth. Joseph Campbell

       Man and His Symbols. C. G. Jung

       Jung for Beginners. Maggie Hyde
