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Introduction to Literature

This course is to introduce some basic but wonderful readings of western literature. Students are encouraged to read a wide range of selective reading materials, through which to learn different perspectives of literature study and writings. The second semester will focus upon the readings of poetry and drama, in particular those in modern period. The second half of this one-year course aims to give a general introduction to other genres of literature study, hoping to lead students to appreciate the pleasure of readying poetry and dramas.
Week 1 ((Feb 21): Introduction to Poetry 

Week 2 (Feb 28 (national holiday)/29): Reading a Poem (p.659); Yeats, “The Lake isle of Innisfree; Lawrence, “Piano”; Rich, “Aunt Jennifer’s Tiger”; Frost, “Out, out—”; Browning, “My last Duchess”
(1)Week 3 (March 6/7): Listening to a Voice (p. 674)

       Dickinson, “I Like to See it Lap the Miles”
       Betjeman, “ In Westminster Abbey” 

Roethke, “My Papa’s Waltz”; Wordsworth, “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”; Cullen, “For a Lady I Know”; Kees, “For My Daughter”; 

(2)Week 4 (March 13/14): Saying and Suggesting (p. 731)

      Blake, “London”
  Tennyson, “Tears, Idle Tears” 

Stevens, “Disillusionment of Ten O’clock”; Frost, “Fire and Ice”; Rossini, “Final Love Note”; 

(3)Week 5 (March 20/21): Imagery (p. 743)

      Eliot, “The Inter Evening Settles Down”
      Bishop, “The Fish”
Sevenson, “The Victory”; Dickinson, “A Route of Evanescence”; [about Haiku] Moritake, “The Falling Flower”; Buson, “The Piercing Chill I Feel”
(4) Week 6 (March 27/28): Figures of Speech (p. 766)

      Shakespeare, “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?”
      Frost, “The Silken Tent”  

Moss, “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer Day?”; Tennyson, “The Eagle”; Dickinson, “My Life Had Stood a Loaded Gun”/ “It Dropped so Low—in my Regard”; Blake, “To See a World in a Grain of Sand”; Frost, “The Secret Sits” 
Week 7 (April 3/4): spring holiday
(5) Week 8 (April 10/11): Symbol (p. 894)

           Rossetti, “Uphill”
           Stevens, “Anecdote of the Jar”
Dickinson, “The Lightning is a Yellow Fork”; Hardy, “Neutral Tones”
Frost, “The Road Not Taken”; Kooser, “Carrie”
Week 9 (April 17/18): Review of Poetry and Film

Week 10 (April 21-27): mid-term exam

(6) Weeks 11/12 (May 1/2/8/9): Introduction to Modern Theatre/ Othello (William Shakespeare) (p. 1368)

(7)Weeks 13/14 (May 15/16/22/23): Death of a Salesman (Arthur Miller ) (p. 1763)

(8)Weeks 15/16 (May 29/30/June 5/6): The Glass Menagerie (Tennessee Williams) (p. 1836)

Week 17 (June 12/13): Review of Drama and Film
Weeks17/18 (June 16-22): final exam

Textbook: Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, eds., X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia, (Pearson Longman, 2007). (The tent edition)
Extra Readings: There are a couple of listening texts chosen from the fifth floor of library. Another four stories will be listed to complete in this semester.

Assessment: Class discussion and participation are especially emphasised, which are equally important as the mid-term and final exams (class participation, presentation, and discussion 40%, mid-term and final exam 30% each). Each group will be expected to do one study presentation each semester. Students skip more than three classes during the semester, three points will be deducted each time from the final mark. 
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