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淡江大學

資圖三

人文與社會科學文獻
Tentative Syllabus
Spring 2008
Instructor: Dr. Ling-Ling Lai

Email: llai@mail.tku.edu.tw
Tel: 3104

Office: L632

Office Hour: Thursday 1-3pm and by appointment

Course Description: 
This course is an introduction to resources for the social sciences. It will help students understand how social scientists approach information resources, the kinds of questions they seek to answer, and the most important resources in various disciplines in the social science, and how various resources have evolved (or failed to evolve) to meet these specialized information needs.
 

Course Objectives: 
At the end of this semester students should be able to:

1. use social science information resources with understanding, 

2. critically evaluate primary and secondary sources of social science information,

3. adjust information seeking to make the best use of resources available in a particular setting,

4. develop strategies for presenting information in a social science discipline of interest to a specific group of users.

Text: 
Herron, Nancy L. The Social Sciences: A Cross Disciplinary Guide to Selected Sources.
2nd. ed. Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 1996. 
Reference Sources on the Internet, Karen R. Diaz ed., New York: The Haworth Press,
Inc. c1997. (ZA4226.R44)

曾素宜 西洋社會科學文獻概論
Other related journal articles will be provided when needed.
Evaluation:

Assignments should be turned in by due date. For every class session that an assignment is past due, the grade will be reduced by 10 percent. Final grades will be calculated on the following scale that is based on a total of 100 points:
20% Attendance & class participation
30% Pathfinder & presentation 
30% Class Report 

20% Midterm 

Web-based Pathfinder & Presentation
The production of "pathfinders" should be designed as a Web format and is intended to be used in an information agency to help users locate primary and secondary sources in the subject area, even if the user has no previous background in the subject 

area. Web-based pathfinders should be produced with creativity and a professional look. 
 
The followings should be included in the pathfinder:

1) a short description of the subject area it covers 
2) the intended audience 
3) discussion of how each resources and examples was chosen 
4) annotation (i.e. a brief, two to three sentence, explanation of the source and it's usefulness in researching the topic area) for each bibliography
5) include a wide variety of types of sources (encyclopedias, almanacs, dictionaries, etc.) that help the user select from a broad area of possible types of sources (including databases and Internet sites)
Students are expected to examine the chosen topic very carefully, set the appropriate scope, and research the topic thoroughly. Students will take the responsibility of determining what the appropriate sources (standard and/or recommend) are for the topic area.
Example topics for pathfinders:

Advice for the first-time author submitting a social science research article for 
publication
Citing and quoting information from the Web
Current information on terrorism
Presidential facts and trivia
Locating psychological tests and information about them
Full-text journals in psychology--free and less-than-free
Media (film and television) and psychology
Neuropsychology

Standardized test preparation materials


Resources for teachers of exceptional children


Biographical information about prominent economists


Current developments in E-commerce

……
Group presentations are made in two time slots: Week 9 (April 24) OR Week 15 (June 15). Students can discuss and choose the subject of interest according to the weekly class schedule.
Class Report: 
The purpose of the class report is to help students have hands-on experiences of locating resources in different subjects of the social sciences. A subject is assigned to each group by the instructor. Starting from Week 5, each group will do a report to introduce the assigned subject area of that week to the rest of the class. The introduction of the subject area should be broad enough, but with emphasis on important concepts, sub-areas, and issues that are of concern to the field. 
A cautionary note: 
Don't expect the reference librarians to do your work for you. Please do not interfere with the normal use of the reference area. Use the materials in the area where you found them and re-shelve them promptly when you are finished. Be especially considerate of the ready reference materials that are heavily used. 
Class Schedule:
Week 2:  March 6

Introduction of the course
 

Week 3:  March 13
How social scientists approach information; how do students approach information; how do we present information to students?
 

Week 4:  March 20
General social science research tools
 

Week 5:  March 27
Education 
Week 6:  April 3

清明節 (Campus Closed)   
 
Week 7:  April 10

Sociology/ Anthropology
Week 8:  April 17

Psychology
Week 9:  April 24

Presentations for Pathfinder 1 (Subjects of Week 5-8)
Week 10:  May 1

MIDTERM WEEK
Week 11:  May 8 

Area Studies
 

Week 12:  May 15

Government Information
Week 13:  May 22

Law
Week 14:  May 29

Business
Week 15:  June 5

Presentations for Pathfinder 2 (Subjects of Week 11-14)
 

Week 16:  June 12

Wrap up
Week 17:  June 19

端午節 (Campus Closed)
Week 18:  June 26

FINAL WEEK
